Shopping and dining in 
streets fit for an emperor. 
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Black and white photographs 
bring back “old Peking” of 70 
years ago. 
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Works of art adorn his customer’s 
bodies. 

Page 9 


NO. 53 


CN 11-0120 


HTTP://BJTODAY.YNET.COM 




School for Crisis 

Mature students learn life skills 


Chen Enxian , Gou Chunhua , Wang Shufen and students of Huang Zhuang Primary School (Wei Xin declined to he photographed) 


Photos by Bai Zi 


Expo Prepares 
for Entry 

By Xiao Rong 

Sixty-eight foreign governmental or enterprise 
delegations from over 50 countries and regions 
have registered to attend the fifth China Beijing 
International High-Tech Industries Expo. 

The largest of its kind, the expo will be held 
between May 23 and 28. Foreign politicians, 
scientists and economists, entrepreneurs of the 
Fortune’s Global 500 will gather to exchange 
ideas on China’s strategic development after 
WTO entry and Olympic bid success. 

Local governmental trade delegations around 
China will also take an active part, especially 
western provinces. The largest delegation with 
more than 600 members is from Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region, said Chen Gang, chairman 
of the China Council for the Promotion of Interna- 
tional Trade at Monday’s press conference. 

Chen revealed a western capital city is plan- 
ning to sign contracts with Beijing to establish a 
long-term strategic partnership with the capital, 
the first such endeavor in the history of the expo. 

With the theme of “WTO, Olympics, Innova- 
tion and Development”, the expo will focus on 
promoting high-tech application and exchanges 
in the form of exhibitions, professional forums or 
seminars, trade negotiations, special exchange ac- 
tivities and online interactive activities. 

WTO topics are the highlights of the expo, 
with one-third of the forums targeting practi- 
cal strategy for Chinese government and in- 
dustries. 

As the first high-tech expo since the success- 
ful Olympic bid, the commercial opportunities 
and challenges arising from the 2008 Olympics 
are another hotspot. 

A special 2008 Olympics event promoting con- 
struction projects will debut at the expo. The 
Beijing 2008 Olympics Organizing Committee 
will make a thorough introduction of the Beijing 
Olympic Action Plan and the bidding plan for 
Olympic construction projects. More than 100 
global construction companies and investment or- 
ganizations have shown interest in the event. 

(See Page 4 Stage Set for Fifth CBHT ) 
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By Sun Ming 

T hey dropped out of primary 
school more than 20 years ago. 
But now they have returned to 
study alongside pupils young enough 
to be their own children. 

Gou Chunhua, 34, enrolled at 
Huang Zhuang Primary School last 
month as a first grade student and her 
friend, 32-year-old Wei Xin (pseud- 
onym), joined grade four. 

Classroom daydreams 

“It’s been a long wait for me,” says 
Gou. “Over the last 23 years, I often 
dreamed I was in a classroom. Then 
when I woke up, I realized it was all 
just a dream. I couldn’t help but al- 
ways weep.” 

Gou, a plain-dressed, jobless mi- 
grant worker living in Beijing, quit 
study at grade two of primary school 
- about 8 years old - when her uncle 
ordered her to take care of his baby. 

“He even threatened to kill me if I 
refused. My parents also had to yield 
to the pressure,” says Gou. Tears fog 
her dark eyes. 

Gou in 1988 left for Beijing with 
fellow villagers from her hometown, a 
mountain village of Sichuan Province. 

Under the guidance of her fellow 
villagers, Gou made chocolate in a 
food products factory, washed dishes 
in a restaurant and worked as a wait- 
ress of a small hotel. 

“I made a living by simple un- 
skilled labor. But I had to give up lat- 
er jobs because I still felt unconfident 
of my ability,” says Gou. 

Gou says in 1989 because of her 
diligence, she was authorized to man- 
age a machine producing chocolate in 
the factory. She refused. 

“Others would laugh at me if they 
found out that I couldn’t read the 
specifications. I’d rather be an ordi- 
nary worker.” 

In 1991, Gou became the waitress of 
a small hotel. At first, she proved com- 
petent enough for the work, but later, 
her boss asked her to register custom- 
ers’ names. Gou quit. She was working 


at a bathhouse as a ticket taker when 
she became unemployed again after it 
closed down in 1998. The wages of her 
husband Wang Ruyou, a taxi driver, 
now support Gou and their 
4-year-old son Wang Hao. 

“In Beijing, I met lots 
of warm-hearted people. 

They helped me to find 
jobs. But I’m an illiterate 
person. What’s a woman 
to do?” says Guo. 

Rebel returns 

Unlike Gou, the fash- 
ionably-attired Wei Xin 
abandoned study of her 
own accord. 

“I hadn’t realized the 
importance of knowl- 
edge,” Wei tells Beijing 
Today in a Henan accent 
softened by 12 years in 
the capital city. “My moth- 
er beat me several times because I of- 
ten played truant. 

“Look, see here - there’s still a 
mark left on my eyebrow. But I was so 
stubborn that my mother had to sur- 
render at last.” 

As she talks about quitting at 
grade four, Wei also begins to weep. 

Wei says she realized the impor- 
tance of knowledge only after coming 
to Beijing in 1989. 

“For example, I wanted to tell my 
family what I’d seen and heard in the 
city, but it was difficult for me to write 
a letter.” 

Wei has worked as a saleswoman 
at seven clothes shops in succession. 
All her jobs were unstable, Wei says. 

To get her current job, she told her 
boss she graduated from high school. 
She feels certain she would lose her job 
if he knew she was illiterate. 

“That’s why I refuse you to publish 
my name or take any pictures. I re- 
ally treasure my job.” 

Wei once took part in primary 
courses for English and computing, 
but she had to drop out. But through 
all the indignities, one moment sticks 


in her throat. Her 7-year-old son 
asked her questions from school. 

“I want to give him some guidance 
in study, but I haven’t the ability,” 
she says. She wipes her 
brow. 

Sense of crisis 

Common experience 
and shared difficulties 
brought Gou and Wei to- 
gether in 1996. 

“We both have the 
same sense of crisis. We 
both worried about our 
future,” says Wei. 

“We have no insur- 
ance, no pension. How 
about the future? It’s dif- 
ficult for us to move a sin- 
gle step in society. Can 
we always depend on our 
husbands? Our families 
are not rich,” says Gou. 
Both of the two women’s husbands 
are taxi drivers. 

Gou and Wei tell Beijing Today they 
want to hone a professional skill for the 
future, but they know they first must 



‘ Over the last 23 years, I often dreamed 
I was in a classroom ’ 


‘Do you want 
to make 
headline 
news? You 
are adults. 
How can you 
study 

together with 
children?’ 


acquire primary knowledge. 

In March this year, the two women 
began to contact private schools. “We 
didn’t think public schools would re- 
ceive us,” says Wei. Hua Mao School 
immediately refused. 

“The principal, a Ms. Xu, said ‘Do 
you want to make headline news? You 
are adults. How can you study togeth- 
er with children?’ We begged her sev- 
eral times, but it was no use.” 

Then on March 28, they went to 
Huang Zhuang Primary School, a pri- 
vate school in Shijingshan District. 
The principal, Chen Xian’en, said he 
would need to think about it. 

“Frankly, I hesitated,” Chen tells 
Beijing Today. “Because I haven’t come 
across such a thing before. Many teach- 
ers were reluctant to receive them. 

“But I was impressed by their 
yearning. I persuaded the teachers 
into receiving them at last.” 

Chen says most teachers thought 
it would be awkward to teach adults 
and children together. 

Back to school 

On the morning of April 8, guided 
by Chen, Gou and Wei entered their 
respective classrooms. 

Classmates welcomed them with a 
standing ovation. 

On the second day, Gou moved to 
grade one because she couldn’t keep 
up with grade three. 

“I decided to start from zero. My 
classmates are very kind to me. They 
call me ‘teacher’ or ‘aunty’,” says Gou. 

Gou says she is lucky with her 
teacher, 60-year-old Wang Shufen, 
who often teaches her Chinese after 
class in her office. 

Wei goes to the school twice a week 
as she still has to hold down a job, 
while Gou attends school every day. 
They study Chinese and arithmetic 
only. They told Beijing Today they in- 
tend to study English next semester. 

Chen had refused to accept tuition 
payments, they said. 

“Their spirit deserves commenda- 
tion,” says Chen, refusing further ex- 
planation. 

Illiterates in city 

“I hope society might pay more at- 
tention to people like Gou and Wei,” 
Chen tells Beijing Today in his small 
home located by the school yard. There 
are two dusty sofas and an old desk in 
the 7-square-meter living room. 

Chen, 42, from Henan, says he 
knows very well the suffering of this 
section of society. That’s why he and 
his wife Wan Sumei came to the capi- 
tal city to set up the Huang Zhuang 
Primary School in 1998. He had pre- 
viously been a history teacher of a 
high school in his hometown. 

The school especially receives poor 
children from outside Beijing. Their 
parents make a living in Beijing by 
selling agricultural products or col- 
lecting scrap. 

“They are the weak section of soci- 
ety. Their children usually can’t afford 
the tuition of public primary schools. Do 
you know why? They have to pay addi- 
tional fees as they are not permanent 
residents of the city.” 

Chen says the number of illiterate 
people in Beijing is large and most come 
from out of town. To make a living or ed- 
ucate their children, they want to learn 
some primary knowledge. 

But it is hard to find channels to re- 
alize this desire. Few schools will re- 
ceive them. 

“Actually, it isn’t a good way for Gou 
and Wei to study together with chil- 
dren,” says Chen. “They have higher 
comprehension ability than children. 

“And they have different knowl- 
edge demands. Only Chinese and 
arithmetic are necessary for them.” 

“I plan to set up a class especially 
for this group of people in my school. 
The class can be opened on Sunday 
or evenings when they are free. Thus 
they could learn what they need most 
in a shorter time.” 

‘You know,” says Chen, reading from 
notes he had especially prepared for the 
interview. “There were classes to elimi- 
nate illiteracy in the villages of China 
10 years ago. Why not we move the 
classes from villages to Beijing?” 
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New Programs Take 
Hands-on Approach 
to WTO Training 


By Xiao Rong 

A training program for WTO-related profession- 
als intended to foster the development of skilled 
personnel familiar with both WTO rules and inter- 
national business management will kick off on May 
28 in Beijing. 

This program and the idea of establishing a train- 
ing base for WTO-related professionals in the capi- 
tal are signs of the boom in the market for WTO - 
related training following the country’s WTO entry 
last December. 

“Although some WTO-related training courses 
have been available during the process of China’s 
WTO entry, they have certain drawbacks,” said 
Zhang Jianping, vice president of the International 
Industrial and Commercial Management College of 
the University of International Business and Eco- 
nomics, one of the initiators of this training pro- 
gram. 

“Most earlier WTO-related training programs 
lacked pertinence, looking only at how the govern- 
ment should respond instead of instructing enter- 
prises on handling WTO-related issues,” Zhang told 
Beijing Today. 

In contrast, this new program will combine the 
international business management abilities of mul- 
tinational companies with case studies, aiming at 
making senior managers of local enterprises familiar 
with basic WTO rules and international law and eco- 
nomics. 

Besides this program, some other short-term 
training projects for WTO-related professionals are 
underway. The Monterey Institute of International 
Studies, one of the leading institutions in the US for 
graduate study in WTO-related fields, held discus- 
sions Monday and Tuesday with local government 
organizations, WTO research institutions and uni- 
versities about possible cooperation. 


“The discussions have proved fruitful. We are 
here to learn the special needs of local governmen- 
tal organizations, the private sector and educational 
institutions so that we can satisfy their needs,” said 
Monterey Institute President Chester D. Haskell. 

Mr. Haskell is especially satisfied with the rough 
plan he has reached with the Beijing WTO Affairs 
Research & Consultation Center on a possible pro- 
gram for providing expertise on WTO-related issues 
later this year. 

“To celebrate the one year anniversary of China’s 
WTO accession, we will launch a short-term WTO 
training program as well as a seminar on WTO- 
related affairs this December. Details of the events 
have yet to be decided,” said Ms. Cheng Dawei, con- 
sultant at the Beijing WTO center, one of China’s two 
government-based WTO research centers. 

When asked about the current situation of Chi- 
na’s market for the training of WTO-related profes- 
sionals, Haskell said that it would be a long time 
before there was an adequate number of experienced 
specialists in WTO-related trade in China. 

“Some people only need a very broad understand- 
ing of WTO-related issues, while others need to do 
extensive research, so the right educational oppor- 
tunities have to be found to meet these different 
needs,” said Haskell. He added, “The Monterey Insti- 
tute aims to focus not on the theory of trade related 
issues but on practice in negotiating and communi- 
cating on issues.” 

Haskell is encouraged by the many governmen- 
tal organizations and research bodies in China that 
are trying to develop these kinds of educational pro- 
grams, which will mean there will be many options. 

“China has just come into the WTO — there is 
still a long way ahead. Competition in the training of 
WTO-related professionals, which is still a growing 
field, is a good thing,” said Haskell. 


Private Druggists Coming to Every Corner 


By Shan Jinliang 

After 11 hours of closely-super- 
vised computer work, Beijing 
Drug Administration (BDA) staff 
completed a final count of the 
number of accepted valid applica- 
tions to open pharmacies in the 
city at 8:30 pm on Monday. 

Of the 751 applications col- 
lected May 9-10, 602 were iden- 
tified as valid in the first phase 
of the bidding for the 100 new 
pharmacies to be opened in the 
bidding. 

One hour after the final 
count was completed, the BDA 
posted a notice on its website 
(www.bjda.gov.cn), that said 
people whose bids were rejected 
can file petitions to the market 
supervision department of the 
BDA before May 16, but few such 
petitions have been filed. 

From May 14 to 23, officials 
from the local drug administra- 
tions of 18 districts and counties 
began to check the conditions 
of the 602 accepted applications 
to determine whether they were 
good enough to go through the fol- 
lowing examination and approval 
procedures conducted by the 
city’s industrial and commercial 
administration. The bidding for 


new pharmacies will be opened 
to the public on May 31. 

The 602 winners in the first 
round of bidding are made up of 
both individuals and drug chain 
stores. The chains’ ambition is 
to open a large number of phar- 
macies. The Tong Re Tang Chain 
wants to open 41 new stores, 
Cachet Pharmaceutical 41 stores 
and the Xicheng Golden Ele- 
phant Chain Store 32 stores. 

Cheng pointed out the admin- 
istration has not widely opened 
the market and only approved 
a few pharmacies since 1997, at 
the same time that many resi- 
dential areas have been built in 
the city. 

Aside from local business 
people, around 20 individuals and 
organizations from other cities 
and provinces joined the bidding 
on May 9 and 10. “Open biding 
can ensure there are equal oppor- 
tunities in the competition,” said 
Pang Tiandong, a legal repre- 
sentative of a Shanxi Province- 
based chain drug store. 

“We set no restrictions on own- 
ership of these pharmacies,” said 
Fang Yinglai, deputy director of 
the BDA, “and we firmly reject 
regional protectionism.” 


The opening of new pharma- 
cies is aimed at improving the 
distribution of pharmacies in the 
city and giving citizens more con- 
venient access to medicine. Fang 
said that drawing from the expe- 
riences of developed countries in 
arranging pharmacies according 
to population, one drug store is 
enough to serve the needs of a 
350-meter circular area, except 
in major commercial areas. To 
prevent the arbitrary opening of 
new pharmacies, the administra- 
tion gives advantages to chain 
pharmacies with good manage- 
ment methods and supply chan- 
nels, Fang added. 

“We will put all pharmacies 
under the same supervising 
system to ensure drug security. 
Surveys conducted last year 
showed 97% of the drugs on the 
Beijing market were safe,” Fang 
told Beijing Today. 

“The former administrative 
examination and approval 
system has been changed to the 
method of open bidding,” said 
Fang. He added, “we hope this 
open bidding system, the first of 
its kind in China, will become 
a nationwide system if it proves 
successful.” 


New Oriental Eyes IT Education Market 


By Xiao Rong 

The New Oriental School, China’s leading pri- 
vate school in the English language training field, 
is introducing a new two-year international com- 
puter programmer training project in Beijing. 

The project, which will begin this September, 
will be run jointly by the New Oriental School and 
Canada’s Algonquin College of Applied Arts and 
Technology. 

Algonquin College President Robert Gillett pre- 
dicted the college to earn $750,000 in revenues 
from the project in its first year, and expects that 
figure to grow to $2 million annually within five 
years. 

Regarding New Oriental’s profits, Zhou Huai- 
jun, the school’s IT Education manager, said the 
specific figure is still unclear. He added that the 
project is aimed at producing qualified program- 
mers with both excellent computer skills and fluent 
English, capable of keeping up with the latest 
international trends. 

Yu Minhong, CEO of New Oriental Education 
Group, showed confidence about the school’s entry 
into the professional IT training market. “I am not 
worried about getting enough students for the com- 
puter course,” he said, “I’m worried about having 
enough classrooms.” 

New Oriental has focused on the huge IT pro- 
fessional training market in Beijing since 1999. 
The school already dominates the English lan- 
guage education market in seven domestic cities, 
and trains 300,000 students annually. 



Morris Uremovich, head of Algonquin’s Computer Program- 
mer program, Robert Gillett, Yu Minghong, Zhou Huaijun 


“Computer language is another global univer- 
sal language besides English, and both are very 
useful skills,” said Yu. “Our goal is to cultivate 
truly professional Chinese computer programmers 
by introducing authoritative IT training programs. 
Algonquin Colleges is the first international edu- 
cational institution with which New Oriental has 
sought to cooperate.” 

Algonquin College will provide professors and 
English language teaching materials for the proj- 
ect. Certificates from this training program, which 
Algonquin College has been offering for 20 years 
in Canada, are widely acknowledged among both 
academic and industrial organizations in North 
America. 



Skilled Artists 
Inspire City 


The Chinese Disabled Artists Troupe 
lit up the stage at the Centennial Theatre 
Monday with their dance and music pro- 
gram “My Dream”. 

Since its inauguration 15 years ago, 
the troupe has staged several hundred 
performances, visited over 30 foreign 
countries and regions, and always been 
praised as an “envoy of beauty and 
friendship”. 

Foreign children accompany singer 
Gan Rongli in the evening’s theme song 
“My Dream”. (Above) 

24-year-old conductor Hu Yizhou, con- 
quered the crowd with his enthusiasm 
and talent. (Left) 

Xinhua Photos 


Red-Eyes 

Grounded 

By Xiao Rong 

The Civil Aviation Administra- 
tion of China (CAAC) issued a 
ban on all domestic red-eye flights 
during an emergency meeting on 
safety in China’s aviation indus- 
try held Saturday. 

In China, red-eye flights refer 
to specially chartered night-time 
flights arranged by travel agen- 
cies for tourists at greatly reduced 
fares. The operation of red-eye 
flights can be profitable for air- 
lines, but normally also means a 
plane’s crew and airport staff must 
work overtime or extra shifts. 

During peak travel times and 
major holidays, red-eye flights 
had become widely used by air- 
line companies and travel agen- 
cies, accounting for almost 70% of 
the flights offered through some 
travel agents. 

CAAC officials said that red 
eye flights are not encouraged 
because air crews on such flights 
and air-traffic controllers need to 
work through the night or work 
extra shifts, making them tired 
and increasing safety risks. 

Most domestic travel agencies 
fear the ban on red-eye flights may 
lead to higher prices for in-coun- 
try tours. Zhang Leide, manager of 
the Jinan branch of the Chunqiu 
Travel Agency, predicted that the 
quoted price of some travel routes 
may increase 30%, but the influ- 
ence on the commercial tourism 
market may not be very strong. 

“The ban will not have a major 
immediate impact on travel agen- 
cies, as another low season is 
coming after the May day holi- 
day,” commented Wu Bennan, vice 
manager of the Domestic Tourism 
Center of the China Youth Travel 
Agency of Shanghai. 

Some major travel agencies in 
Guangzhou believe that red-eye 
flights are usually preferred by 
new travel agencies that rely on 
low prices to attract clients, mean- 
ing they will feel the strongest 
effects from the ban. 

Although travel agencies have 
yet to feel a real bite from the red- 
eye ban, industry insiders hope 
the ban will be lifted before the 
next peak travel time, so that 
tourists will be able to enjoy lower 
fares for air travel. 


World Cup Lottery Opens Tomorrow 


By Xiao Rong 

World Cup soccer fans will 
have a chance to use their 
knowledge and foresight to win 
cash prizes in the World Cup 
Lottery set to kick off nation- 
wide tomorrow. 

Tickets cost 2 yuan each 
and will be available at desig- 
nated sites, including local con- 
venience stores. 

The lottery will be made up 
of three legs. The first is guess- 
ing the top 8 winning teams, 
without ranking, which will be 
held from today to May 28. The 
results of the competition will 
be announced on June 19. 

The second contest, predict- 
ing the top four teams in the 


World Cup and their final rank- 
ings, will run from May 31 to 
June 5. The lucky winner will be 
named on July 1. 

The third leg of the competi- 
tion, held from May 31 to June 
11, will be broken into three 
rounds, during each of which 
entrants can guess the outcomes 
of 13 designated matches. The 
results will be announced on 
June 15. 

The Ministry of Finance has 
approved a total of 20 million 
yuan for prizes for the first two 
legs of the World Cup lottery, 
which will be overseen by the 
China Sports Lottery Adminis- 
tration of the State Sports Gen- 
eral Administration. 


Dutch Insurer Aegon, CNOOC Team Up 


By Zhao Hongyi 

The Dutch insurer Aegon 
NV will establish a joint ven- 
ture with China National Off- 
shore Oil Corp. (CNOOC) to 
start selling life insurance in 
China next year. 

Aegon will be the third 
foreign insurance company to 
cooperate with a domestic 
company not directly involved 
in the insurance business to 
explore China’s opening 
market. 

CNOOC and Aegon will each 


hold 50 percent stakes in the 
joint venture, Aegon executives 
told reporters at the ceremony 
for the signing of the agreement 
between the two companies in 
Beijing. 

The venture will be based 
in China’s largest city, Shang- 
hai, with an initial capital 
investment of 200 million yuan 
(US$24 million). 

Life insurance premiums in 
China totalled US$17 billion 
in 2001, up 43 percent from 
the previous year. 


Major TV Event Closes 


By Shan Jinliang 

The 10th Beijing Interna- 
tional TV Week, which opened 
on March 29, came to a close 
last Sunday. 

The activity, one of the larg- 
est TV program trading festival 
and exchange events ever held 
in China, attracted more than 
4,000 participants from around 
20 countries and regions of the 


world. Nearly 13,000 series and 
collections of foreign and domes- 
tic TV programs were displayed, 
and 11,000 hours of program- 
ming were traded during the 
week with a total contractual 
sum of 165 million yuan. Two 
hundred and eight hours of pro- 
grams, worth 2 million yuan, 
were bought by overseas TV 
companies. 


Top Finnish Judge 

By Jian Rong 

Pekka Hallberg, 
President of the 
Supreme Administra- 
tive Court of Finland, 
held a news conference 
in Beijing last Friday to 
introduce his new book 
“Rule of Law”. Halberg and 
Dr. Paivi Pietarinen co-wrote 
the book with the intention 


Visits Capital 



of promoting interna- 
tional discussion on 
how to carry out the 
principle of “rule of 
law”. The publication of 
the Chinese version of 
the book is being spon- 
sored and supported by 
the National Development and 
Research Foundation of Fin- 
land. 
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Agreement Reached 
on DVD Patent Fees 

By Wang Dandan 

China Audiovisual Associa- 
tion, representing over 30 Chi- 
nese manufacturers of digital 
video disc players, has reached 
an agreement with 6C (Hi- 
tachi, Panasonic, Mitsubishi, 
Times-Warner, Toshiba and 
JVC) DVD Patent Alliance on 
patent fees. 

During an interview with 
China Audiovisual Association, 
spokesperson Tang Yuanxiang, 
told Beijing Today that the 
agreement does not include how 
much a manufacture should 
pay to 6C for patent fees. 

Asked if this means that 
the agreement was reached be- 
tween the Association and 6C, 
but the specific amount for pat- 
ent fees should be negotiated 
between individual manufac- 
turers and 6C, Tang agreed, 
saying that domestic manu- 
facturers had already started 
signing the contract with 6C. 

At present, 6C only charge 
fees on exported DVD players, 
and won’t consider charging for 
domestically sold DVD players 
until the end of this year, said 
Tang. 

The agreement is only a 
general document, he added, 
with many details needing fur- 
ther negotiation with 6C. 

Digital Imaging 
Competition 

By Chen Ying 

The Canon Digital Creators 
Contest 2002 is open for en- 
tries until September 3, 2002. 

The contest, inaugurated in 
2000, is open to everyone in- 
volved in developing images 
for the digital and Internet 
age. 

Internationally renowned 
professionals will judge sub- 
missions in categories in- 
cluding digital photography, 
graphics and illustration, digi- 
tal movies, and the Web. Work 
will be judged for creativity, 
novelty, power of expression, 
and message. 

This year’s contest, the 
third, has an expanded inter- 
national scope, with new col- 
lection points located in Tokyo, 
New York, Amsterdam, Hong 
Kong and Sydney. 

Rosenbluth & China 
Comfort Set up JV 

Rosenbluth International, 
one B2B travel company, and 
China Comfort, a top travel 
agency, announced Thursday 
that their joint venture is now 
open for business. 

The new company, Rosen- 
bluth-Comfort Business Trav- 
el Service Company, will tap 
the booming business travel 
market and explore new busi- 
ness opportunities in China. 

“Rosenbluth-Comfort will 
provide specially tailored ser- 
vices to our clients in China by 
integrating resources and low- 
ering costs. The combination of 
Rosenbluth’s worldwide pres- 
ence in more than 50 countries 
and China Comfort’s national 
network will ensure the ongo- 
ing support for this new ven- 
ture,” said Hal Rosenbluth, 
chairman and chief executive 
officer of Rosenbluth Interna- 
tional. (Xinhua) 

Toyota to Produce Land 
Cruiser Prado in China 

Japan’s Toyota Motor Corp. 
is considering producing the 
Land Cruiser Prado, an ad- 
vanced sports vehicle model, in 
China, Kyodo News reported 
Thursday. 

Toyota may assemble the 
four-wheel-drive sports car at 
its factory in southwest Chi- 
na’s Sichuan Province possibly 
in 2004, Kyodo said. 

Toyota’s move is a result of 
the huge success of its higher- 
grade Land Cruiser model in 
China. 

Stimulated by China’s boom- 
ing vehicle market, the largest 
Japanese automaker has al- 
ready decided to start produc- 
ing small passenger cars based 
on the Vitz model in north Chi- 
na’s port city Tianjin this au- 
tumn, Kyodo added. 

(Xinhua) 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


The Price of the New HP Way 


By Zhao Yijiang 

The merger between Hewlett-Pack- 
ard and Compaq Computer became 
official on May 7th. The US computer 
and printer maker completed its $18.7 
billion acquisition, the largest in the 
history of the technology industry. The 
new team of HP in China held a press 
conference two days later. Surprising- 
ly, all the managers of the four divi- 
sions, including the president of HP 
China, are former HP staff. No former 
Compaq managers were included in 
the upper-level executive team. 

“It is just a coincidence,” stated 
Cheng- Yaw Sun, president of HP Chi- 
na. “It is well known that the process 
of framing the structure and select- 
ing the manager is transparent and 
open. We decide what kind of struc- 
ture and specialists are needed in 
advance, then we choose the most ex- 
cellent and fit manager (from both 
HP and Compaq). In other regions, 
you would see more people from Com- 
paq in the management team.” 

There are as yet no details about 
their job assignments within the new 
company. The combined companies, 
which will operate under the HP 
nameplate, will re-organize into four 
divisions including Enterprise Sys- 
tems Group, HP Services, Imaging 
and Printing, and the Personal Sys- 
tems Group and aims to re-brand 
some of its products. HP expects to 
cut no more than 15,000 jobs from its 
150,000 staff worldwide over the next 
two years, with many of those posi- 
tions to go through attrition and vol- 
untary severance programs. The plan 
could save more than the $2.5 billion 
promised in cost-cutting measures. 

“Those are the best cases that I’ve 
seen so far in terms of cost savings,” 
Chief Financial Officer Bob Wayman 
said. “We believe there is an oppor- 
tunity to capture more than the $2.5 
billion in savings.” The cost-cutting 
philosophy was central to the argu- 
ment Compaq’s Capellas and HP’s 
Fiorina made in September, when 
they announced plans for the merger. 

It seems that the restructuring will 
be fiercer in China than elsewhere. 
The business lines of HP and Compaq 
largely overlap. Servers, desktops and 
notebooks are all their major busi- 
ness. “HP will axe more than 30% of 
its employees in China. Even more 
from Compaq will be cut,” an IT ob- 
server predicted. The new HP recent- 
ly opened the first meeting of all 
its employees since the acquisition. 


Only about 100 former Compaq staff 
attended the meeting, compared to 
1,000 from HP. 

Redundancies are only one aspect. 
Since the launch of the new HP, an 
atmosphere of uncertainty has sur- 
rounded all employees. The insecuri- 
ty spread even more quickly after Yu 
Xinchang, former president of Com- 
paq in the greater China region, re- 
signed. 

Another worry for HP is its cus- 
tomers. If customers feel uncertain 
about service and turn to its compet- 
itors, it could have a disastrous im- 
pact. If sales volume goes down, staff 
confidence will be hit again. 

HP seems to facing the challenges 
positively. Each employee in China 
received a letter signed jointly by Ca- 
pellas and Fiorina the day the merger 
took effect. The subject was: “Welcome 
to the new HP!” When asked about ar- 
rangements for employees to be axed, 
especially former Compaq employees, 
Cheng- Yaw Sun answered, “Cutting 
employment is inevitable for our re- 
organization. Details about job cuts 
in the Chinese market are not avail- 
able now. But we will handle this in 
line with related laws and regulations 
and give them the best treatment.” 

As for the customers, “We have 
never underestimated the difficulties 
brought by the merger of the two com- 
panies. We have already settled on a 
complete plan to consolidate the sys- 
tems and processes. All of us will work 
together to ensure the daily commu- 
nication with our customers during 
the merging period and the future. 
Our target is to make the acquisition 
affect our customers’ work very little,” 
Sun said. 

The new HP is the world’s top pro- 
vider of consumer technologies, the 
top seller of computers and printers, 
as well as the third-largest technol- 
ogy services outfit, behind IBM and 
Electronic Data Systems. But the key 
to its success is not the scale but the 
conformity. “They’ve done everything 
they can to stack the deck in favor of 
a successful merger,” an analyst said. 

“Clearly, we are focused on build- 
ing one strong new company, one 
strong new team, one strong new cul- 
ture, and teamwork will be a very im- 
portant aspect of our success,” said 
Carly Fiorina. JP Morgan on Thurs- 
day raised its rating for HP to “buy” 
from “market performer,” citing con- 
fidence in the company’s ability to 
transform itself. 



Details about staff cuts “not available now" stated Cheng-Yaw Sun , president of 
HP China 
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MasterCard Campaigns for Cardless Future 


By Yang Xiao 

Wednesday morning Beijing, Friday 
morning back to Singapore; Shuan 
Ghuaidan sees a lot of the Asia Pacific 
region theses days. As vice president 
of MasterCard International’s Advanced 
Payment Systems, his main task is to pro- 
mote the company’s idea for future pay- 
ment methods. 

Though many analysts have criticized 
the scheme as a mission impossible, say- 
ing too many different companies would 
need to cooperate for the idea to get off 
the ground, Ghuaidan is still an enthu- 
siastic evangelist. He lost no opportunity 
to win converts during the two days in 
Beijing, taking part in forums and deliv- 
ering presentations and negotiating with 
telecom operators and financial institu- 
tions. 

The wave of the future is wireless 

So what is the idea all about? The 
wave of the future is wireless, according 
to MasterCard, and the company wants to 
take part in the wave of mobile commerce. 
According to the company profile, mobile 
commerce will allow consumers to secure- 
ly conduct financial transactions using a 
variety of wireless devices. 

As an international payment services 
franchise, MasterCard would do away 
with its most identifiable characteristic, 
the little plastic card, in favor of a virtual 
number. “One customer will have a single 
account number for all types of payments,” 
said Ghuaidan. 

Beijing Today : This time you come 
here to promote the advanced payment sys- 
tem. Why do you think the mobile phone 
method is a better way? 

Shuan Ghuaidan: In the Asia Pacif- 
ic region, there are 400 million mobile 
phone users, surpassing both Europe and 
North America’s 200 million each. In 



Shuan Ghuaidan 


2003 one billion mobile phones will be 
in use, 60% of them wireless Internet ca- 
pable. The technology is not the barrier. 
We have invested 100 million dollars on 
research and development. And we have 
set experiments in France, Philippines 
and Singapore to testify secure payment 
means. We would choose chip based 
payment applications or server side wal- 
let payment applications to implement- 
ing our mobile payment idea. Mobile 
commerce promises to deliver electronic 
commerce capabilities directly into con- 
sumers’ hands - anytime, anywhere - 
utilizing wireless technology. Mobile com- 
merce, or M-commerce, is the term ap- 
plied to online financial transactions - 
shopping or the electronic transfer of 
funds - using a mobile device. 

Ghuaidan did not try to dodge the sug- 
gestion that idea needs time to mature. It 
is not certain that consumers will take to 
the idea for shopping, let alone payment. 
And there is limited merchant enthusi- 
asm so far. 


Coordination with rivals 

MasterCard and Visa are locked in a 
bitter competition internationally. Last 
September Visa announced it had 21,000 
member financial institutions and 1 bil- 
lion cards in use. At the same time 
MasterCard revealed there were 1 bil- 
lion MasterCard cards in use. For the 
World Cup this year MasterCard won 
global sponsorship, while Visa has se- 
cured sponsorship for the Beijing Olym- 
pic Games. 

But for M-commerce the two rivals 
have joined hands. Last November, Mas- 
terCard, Visa, Amex and JCB founded 
the Mobile Payment Forum. While it is 
a public non-profit organization, Master- 
Card and Visa are co-presidents and set 
strategic direction: Consisting of Strategic 
Members (MasterCard, Visa, Amex and 
JCB) and up to eight principal members 
(Motorola, Nokia, NTTDoCoMo, Vodafone, 
Oracle). 

Beijing Today : What is the nature of 
the relationships with rivals in MPF? 

Shuan Ghuaidan: We have to contin- 
ue looking for better payment systems. If 
we do not, we would be left behind by our 
rivals. MPF has a single, specific objective 
- to develop methods for standardized, se- 
cure and authenticated mobile payments, 
using payment card accounts. That is a 
win-win strategy to everyone involved. 
Multiple approaches to m-commerce are 
no longer adequate, resulting in market 
fragmentation, higher costs, lower pene- 
tration, a global approach is needed to 
expand the market. So we have worked 
together to create standards for global 
interoperability. 

Strategy in China 

Since 1987 when MasterCard became 
the first payment card issued in China, it 
has kept strengthening cooperation with 


local financial institutions and compa- 
nies. Sixteen local banks have become its 
members. 

On March 14, the company named 
Shanghai as its annual meeting site. At 
the meeting Feng Weiquan, Greater Chi- 
na general manager of MasterCard Inter- 
national revealed that China has become 
the fastest developing country in the pay- 
ment area. 

It may be that China has found the 
payment service an attractive cake. The 
People’s Bank of China united all local 
banks to launch Inter-bank Card early 
this year to compete with multinational 
rivals. 

Beijing Today : Does the new card ser- 
vice really influence MasterCard and Visa? 
And how about your strategy to enter the 
Chinese market with the new payment sys- 
tem? 

Shuan Ghuaidan: There are 10 mil- 
lion Chinese people traveling around the 
world every year, and another 10 million 
overseas visitors travel to China. 

They probably use our service rather 
than the Inter-bank Card because we 
have an international franchise, while In- 
ter-bank Card has a national one. We will 
take Inter-bank Card as a competition 
and we will share the cake with it. We 
think China’s payment methods have fall- 
en behind neighboring countries. 

My visit this time is to persuade and 
convince telecom operators and financial 
institutions to implement our technologi- 
cal experiment in 12 months. 

The first step is convincing relevant 
governments and companies to accept 
Smart-Card, a parallel payment form that 
has already been popularized in Taiwan 
and Hong Kong. Then because China has 
over 140 million mobile phone users, we 
would promote chip based mobile pay- 
ment as the second step. 
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Stage Set for Fifth CBHT 

CHINA BEIJING INTERNATIONAL HI-TECH EXPO 


The Curtain Rises for the 
“China Beijing International 
Hi-Tech Week” 


The 5th China Beijing International Hi-tech 
Expo (China Beijing International Hi-tech Week) 
will be held May 23-28, 2002, in Beijing. Under 
the full support of the central government, the 
annual event has become an important plat- 
form for promoting cooperation and exchange 
among hi-tech industries since it was first held 
in 1998. 

The program of the 5th “Hi-tech Expo” con- 
sists of five types of events: exhibitions, forums, 
trade talks, topical international seminars and 
online activities. Over 100 meetings on technical 
and trade cooperation will be held to facilitate 
the exchange of new ideas and successful expe- 
riences. 

Time: May 23-28, 2002 
Venue: Beijing, China 

Organizing Committee: China Council for 

the Promotion of International Trade, Beijing 
Branch 

Address: Al, North Street, Youth Lake, Anding- 
men Wai, Dongcheng, Beijing, China 100011 

Customer Service Hotline: 010-6426 7330 
Ticket Booking Hotline: 8284 1137, 8284 3202 
On-line Ticket Booking: www.vtickets.com.cn, 
www.piao.com, www.eguo.com, www.eastfair. 
com 

Tickets can also be booked at the phone num- 
bers listed under each fair, exhibition, trade talk, 
or purchased at event entrances. 

Tickets also available at: Eastern Gate of 
Zhongshan Park, Beijing Concert Hall, Golden 
Sail Concert Hall, Century Hall in Peking Uni- 
versity, Beijing Guiyou Store, Sunlight Store, Sci- 
tech Shopping Center, Chang’ an Store, Beijing 
Chengxiang Huamao Mall, One World Store, 
Sogo, Hualian Department Store, Landao, Sanli 
Store, Modern Plaza, NorthStar Shopping 
Center, Lufthansa Friendship Store. 


Exhibitions 


CHINA BEIJING INTERNATIONAL HI- 
TECH EXPO 

Time: May 23-28, Tel: 8284 1137 

Venue: China International Exhibition Center 

Introduction Fair for Prestigious Overseas 
Universities/Colleges 2002 
Time: May 24-26, Tel: 6568 5656 
Venue: Beijing International Convention Center 
International Exhibition on Hi-tech for the 
Modern Mass Media 
Time: May 22-25, Tel: 6567 5524 
Venue: China World Trade Center 
China International Financial Commodi- 
ties Exhibition 
Time: May 28-31, Tel: 6265 2897 
Venue:China World Trade Center 
Hi-Tech Industry Recruitment Fair 
Time: May 25-26, Tel: 6425 2331 
Venue: National Agricultural Exhibition Hall 
Building Materials & Technologies Exhibi- 
tion 

Time: May 23-27, Tel: 6512 8587, 6512 8558 

Venue: National Agricultural Exhibition Hall 

Modern Agricultural Science, Technology 

and Product Exhibition 

Time: May 23-28, Tel: 8820 7660 

Venue: Beijing Glorious Land Exhibition 

Center 

Beijing Development Area (BDA) Achieve- 
ments Exhibition (Free Entry) 

Time: May 22-28, Tel: 6788 1236, 13641108071 
Venue: Beijing Economic & Technological Devel- 
opment Zone 

Exhibition on Beijing Education Week 

Time: May 23-26, Tel: 6512 8587, 6512 8568 
Venue: Chinese Military Museum 


Trade Talks 


Beijing 2008 Olympic Games & Related 
Construction Projects Briefing 

Time: May 27-28, Tel: 6426 4199, 6425 0423 
Venue: Swissotel Beijing, Hong Kong & Macao 
Center 

Auction of Medical Hi-tech Research 
Results 

Time: Afternoon, May 27, 

Venue: Yu Yang Hotel 

Pre-auction Exhibition: Pharmaceutical and 
Health Care Science & Technology Development 
Center, Ministry of Health, No. 38, Xueyuan 
Road, Haidian, Beijing 
Tel: 6209 2293/2292, 13801116946 
E-mail: xixiaohong@sohu.com 
Trade Talks on Governmental Procure- 
ment Projects 

Time: May 26, Tel: 8354 2456, 6425 0423, 6422 
7788-203 


Venue: Beijing International Convention Center 

Trade Fair of Outmoded Enterprise Trans- 
formation & Hi-tech Dissemination 

Time: May 23-24, Tel: 6848 2770, 6848 7718 
Venue: Wanshang Garden Hotel 

Trade Talks on the Industrialization of 
Chinese Agriculture & Hi-tech Projects of 
Township Enterprises 

Time: May 23-24, Tel: 8351 6600, 8351 1897 
Venue: Beijing 21st Century Hotel 
Investment & Trade Talks 
Time: May 23-25, Tel: 6439 2198, 6439 1277, 
6439 2197, 6439 1267 

Venue: Great Hall of the People/Beijing Interna- 
tional Convention Center 

Trade Talks on International Investment 
Projects 

Time: May 22-25, Tel: 6831 5023 
Venue: Friendship Hotel 
Briefing on Medical Hi-tech Projects 
Time: 9:00am-ll:30am, morning, May 23 
Tel: 6209 2293, 6209 2292, 13801116946 
Venue: Beijing International Convention Center 
Trade Talks on Hi-tech Investment Proj- 
ects for Overseas Chinese Scholars 
Time: May 22-23, Tel: 6851 7571, 6851 7573 
Venue: Capital Hotel 

Small and Medium Sized Enterprises 
(SMEs) Day 

Time: May 27-28, Tel: 6405 8636, 6406 5056 
Venue: Beijing International Convention Center 


Forums 


Forum on the WTO & China’s Economy in 
the 21st Century 

Time: May 23-25, Tel: 8263 0312, 6211 2169 
Venue: Great Hall of the People/ China World 
Hotel 

-The WTO & China’s Economy in the 21st Cen- 
tury 

Mike Moore, Director-General, World Trade 
Organization (WTO) 

Shi Guangsheng, Minister of Foreign Trade and 
Economic Cooperation (MOFTEC) 

John Pepper, Chairman, Procter & Gamble 
Richard Li Tzar-kai, Chairman and CEO, 
PCCW 

-Round-table Meeting on Listing in Overseas Stock 
Exchanges 

Harry Huang, President of NASDAQ China 
Li Shan, President of Bank Of China Interna- 
tional 

-The WTO and the Development of Hi-tech Indus- 
tries 

-The WTO and the Development of China’s IT 
Industry 

Wu Jichuan, Minister of Information Industry 
Kurt Hellstrom, CEO of Ericsson (TBC) 

Geoffrey Ball, President of Alstom China Ltd. 
-WTO and the Development of China’s Media 
Industry 

Wang Yan, President, Sina.com 
Yu Gan, President, Xinhua Online 
Liu Changle, Chairman, Phoenix TV 
-Listing in the Singapore Stock Exchange 
Thomas A. Kloet, CEO of Singapore Exchange 
Ltd. 

Tan Jeh Wuan, Managing Director for equity 
capital markets of development, Bank of Singa- 
pore 

-The WTO and the Development of China’s 
Regional Economy 

Li Zibin, Vice Director, State Development Plan- 
ning Commission 
Li Yizhong, Chairman, Sinopec 

2. Forum on the WTO & the Capital 
Market 

Time: May 23-24, Tel: 8581 8164 
Venue: Kerry Center 

Yi Changneng, Deputy Director, Institutes Super- 
vising Department, CSRC 
Salvatore F. Sodano, Chairman & CEO, Securi- 
ties Exchange, USA 

Hong Lei, Director, Funds Supervising Depart- 
ment, CSRC 

Caroline Goodman, Head of international busi- 
ness development, London Stock Exchange 
Li Shan, President, Bank of China 

3. International Symposium on WTO Laws 
& Regulations on the Import & Export of 
Technology 

Time: May 24, Tel: 6505 0035 
Venue: Oriental Garden Hotel 
Liu Changcun, Section Chief, Legal Affairs 
Office, State Council 

Lu Jijian, Section Chief, Department of Science 
& Technology, MOFTEC 

Yang Guohua, Section Chief, Department of 
Treaty & Law, MOFTEC 

4. World Sports Forum 

Time: May 23-24, Tel: 6717 3416, 67100876 
Venue: Kunlun Hotel 


Sun Gang, Vice Director General, National Tour- 
ism Bureau of China 

Chung Soon-Taek, Chairman, Busan Asia Games 
Organizing Committee 

He Zhenliang, Executive Member, International 
Olympic Committee; President, IOC Culture & 
Olympic Education Committee 

5. Chinese & Foreign Academic Forum on 
Frontiers in Science 

Time: May 27-28, Tel: 8498 4112, 8498 7974 
Venue: Beijing International Convention 

Center 

Michael Spence, Professor, Stanford Business 
School, Stanford University 
Paul Greengard, Professor, Laboratory of Molec- 
ular and Cellular Neuroscience, Rockefeller Uni- 
versity 

6. Global Finance Forum 

Time: May 24-25, Tel: 6710 0876, 6717 4601 
Venue: Beijing Hotel 

Zhu Congjiu, President, Shanghai Exchange 
Liu Erfei, Chairman, Merrill Lynch China 
Shi Jixing, President, Eastern Communications 
Co. Ltd. 

Shang Fulin, President, Chinese Bank of Agri- 
culture 

Liu Xiaoguang, President, Capital Group 

7. Forum of the World’s Top 500 CEOs and 
Heads of China’s Leading Companies 

Time: May 24-26, Tel: 8870 7168, 8870 7169 
Venue: Great Hall of the People, Beijing Inter- 
national Convention Center 
Leif Johasson, CEO, Volvo 
Heinrich v. Pierer, President and CEO, Siemens AG 
Scott McGregor, President and CEO, Philips 
Semiconductors 

Hong Hu, Governor, Jilin Province, China 
Mou Xinsheng, General Administrator, Customs 
General Administration of China 

8. 2002 China International Forum on the 
Construction Industry 

Time: May 26-27, Tel: 8398 2493 
Venue: Kunlun Hotel 

Jin Dejun, Chief Engineer, Ministry of Construc- 
tion, P.R.C. 

Lee Shine See, Director General, Works Bureau, 
Government of Hong Kong SAR 

9. China Listed Companies Summit 
Time: May 22-23, Tel: 6307 6047, 6307 6055 
Venue: Jing Xi Hotel 

Zhou Xiaochuan, President, CSRC 

Zhang Yujun, General Manager, Shenzhen Stock 

Exchange 

Zhou Qingye, Supervisor for Public Listing, 
Shanghai Stock Exchange 

10. E-Governance & Public Administration 
Forum 

Time: May 24-26, Tel: 6406 5948-815, 812 
Venue: Great Hall of the People 
Zhou Hongren, Vice Director, China Information 
Expert Consultative Committee 

11. Senior Management Forum on Software 
Development in China 

Time: May 26-27, Tel: 6517 1358, 6518 0196 
Venue: Beijing International Hotel 
Lou Qinjian, Vice Minister of Information Indus- 
try, P.R.C. 

12. China Science & Technology Industry 
Forum 

Time: May 24-25, Tel: 6899 5363, 6832 6033 
Venue: China Science & Technology Hall 

13. International Forum on Business Incu- 
bation 

Time: May 24, Tel: 6894 5598 
Venue: Asia Hotel, Beijing 
Dr. Klaus Plate, President, International Asso- 
ciation of Science Parks 

14. Summit on China in the 21st Century & 
HR Management and Development 

Time: May 26-27, Tel: 6448 1369, 6420 0619 
Venue: Oriental Garden Hotel 
Han Guangyao, Vice Chairman, China Human 
Resources Association 

15. Forum on Biology and Medicine: Inter- 
national Seminar on Trunk Cell Research 

Time: May 24-28, Tel: 6209 2484, 6209 2174 
Venue: Jiuhua International Convention Center 

16. Forum of Overseas Scholars on Hi-tech 
Industries 

Time: May 24, Tel: 8266 7841 
Venue: Guo Hong Hotel 

17. Forum on Intellectual Property Right 
Protection 

Time: May 27, Tel: 6425 0437 
Venue: New Otani Chang Fu Gong Hotel 
Wang Jingchuan, Commissioner, State Intellec- 
tual Property Office, P.R.C. 

Lin Wenyi, Vice Mayor, Beijing Municipal Gov- 
ernment 

18. Forum on China’s Science & Technol- 
ogy Parks 

Time: May 22-23, Tel: 6866 7259 
Venue: Guo Hong Hotel 


Exchanges 


Keynote Speech & Opening Ceremony 
Time: afternoon, May 23, 

Venue: Great Hall of the People 
Fourth Annual Meeting of the Interna- 
tional Business Leaders Advisory Council 
to the Mayor of Beijing 
Time: May 22-23 
Venue: St. Regis Hotel 

World Conference on Invention (WIPO’s 
2nd Forum on Creativity and Invention - 
A Better Future for Humanity in the 21st 
Century) 

Time: May 22-24, Tel: 6425 0437 
Venue: Beijing Hotel 

International Convention on Environmen- 
tal Protection - Forum on the Global Envi- 
ronment & Technologies for Efficient Use 
of Energy 

Time: May 24-26, Tel: 6523 2748, 6523 6472, 
6524 0424, 6523 6912 

Venue: China International Science & Technol- 
ogy Expo Center 

Advisory Seminar for Zhongguancun Sci- 
ence & Technology Park 

Time: May 26-27 
Venue: Beijing Hotel 

2002 Beijing International Conference on 
E-Commerce 

Time: May 23-26, Tel: 6891 2845 

Venue: Beijing International Convention Center 

On-line Job Fair 

Time: May 23-June 13, Tel: 6426 9988-431 (ext.) 
Venue: www.bjrc.com 

Summit on Enterprise Network Marketing 
-Successful Applications of Technical Solutions 
and Platforms for E-Commerce 
Time: May 21-23, Tel: 8606 3655-224, 377 (ext.) 
Venue: Huadu Hotel 

-Technical Solutions for Management of Chinese 
Website Forums 

Time: May 20-24, Tel: 8606 3666-570, 572 (ext.) 

Venue: Hua Bei Hotel, Huadu Hotel 

-Academic Exchange on Technology for Searching 

for Website Addresses 

Time: May 24-26, Tel: 6254 8600 

Venue: Jade Palace Hotel (Cui Gong Hotel) 

International Symposium on Bio-diversity 

Protection & Hi-tech Application 

Time: May 22-24, Tel: 68418600 

Venue: Beijing Sci-Tech Center 

Symposium on the Development of Wang- 

fujing-Beijing’s famous commercial street 

Time: May 25, Tel: 6527 4327 

Venue: Tian Lun Dynasty Hotel 

Open Court For Trial of Patent Dispute 

Case 

Time: May 27, Tel: 6425 0437 

Venue: State Intellectual Property Protection 

Office 

International Symposium on the Impact of 
Modern Architecture on Urban Develop- 
ment 

Time: May 22, Tel: 6425 1433 
Venue: Jing Guang New World Hotel 

High-Level Symposium on “The WTO and 
China”: International Economic Develop- 
ment Strategies 

Time: May 24-25, Tel: 6425 0423, 6566 2245 
Venue: National Political Consultative Hall 

On-line Presentation of Sci-tech Projects 
Seeking Investment, Cooperation and Tech- 
nology Transfers 

Time: March 1-May 31, Tel: 8208 5931 
Venue: www.bjrc.com 

Projects Signing & Closing Ceremony 

Time: May 28 

Venue: Beijing International Convention Center 


Recommended Science 
Tour Routes 


Route 1 : Tiantan (Temple of Heaven), Forbidden 
City - Tong Ren Tang (a Chinese medicine man- 
ufacturer) - International Exhibition Center - 
International Convention Center - World Trade 
Center - Great Wall, the Ming Tombs - Peking 
University, Tsinghua University, Shangdi (Chi- 
na’s first national-level IT industry base) 

Route 2: Shangdi, Beijing Glorious Land (Hi- 
tech Agricultural Project) - Tong Ren Tang, 
International Exhibition Center - International 
Convention Center - World Trade Center - 
Agriculture Exhibition Center, Chinese Military 
Museum - Beijing Economic Development Zone 
- Peking University, Tsinghua University 
Route 3: Peking University, Tsinghua Univer- 
sity, Shangdi - Tong Ren Tang -International 
Exhibition Center -International Convention 
Center, World Trade Center 
Route 4: International Exhibition Center - Tong 
Ren Tang - International Convention Center, 
World Trade Center - Agriculture Exhibition 
Center, Chinese Military Museum 
Ticket booking tel: 6522 3735, 6522 8530 
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City Park to Host World Cup Carnival 


By Su Wei 

Lotus Pond (Lianhuachi IS {£}•&) Park will convert 
into a full-on football carnival for the duration of the 
World Cup. 

Three giant screen TVs will be erected, circled by 
about 10,000 seats, plus 40 monitors in three squares 
of the park east of the south square of Beijing West 
Railway Station. 

“The 44-year-old dream is still too far away. It is ex- 
pensive and there are too few tickets for everyone to 


watch the games in South Korea,” says Li Hao. 

A former amateur footballer of Economics Daily, 
the deputy general secretary of the carnival says 
the Korean barbecue and performances before each 
game will create the same atmosphere in South Ko- 
rea. 

Li said his company Beijing Zhenyang Exhibition 
has invested more than 2.9 million yuan. He does not 
worry about making a loss. “Within one week, over 
2,000 people have booked tickets.” 


“It deserves our large investment in the park, which 
has the largest square in Beijing. We are proud to be 
the first to host a football fans’ carnival.” 

The carnival will take place 12:30 am to 10:30 pm 
from May 31 to June 30. 

Reservations: 6331-4682/6331-5482 (No English ser- 
vice) E-mail: zhangzhangqian@btamail.net.cn 

Price: 10 yuan per person per day, 7 yuan per per- 
son per day for a group of over 30. For a 31-day ticket, 
210 yuan. 


Letter Tricks 
Intellectuals 
out of Cash 

By Ivy Zhang 

More than 1,000 Chinese professors, doc- 
tors, senior engineers and celebrities were 
cheated by a letter informing them a monu- 
ment would be erected to them in “China Ce- 
lebrity Garden” in Tai An, Shandong. 

The recipient of the honor needed to remit 
2,000 yuan to 100,000 yuan to fund the mon- 
ument. Hong Guojing, in his 40s, confessed 
after being detained last month that he had 
swindled more than 2 million yuan out of 
them all. 

“Hong has squandered the money,” said 
Zhang Zhongmin, a Tai An Public Security 
Bureau spokesman. “When we caught him at 
a guesthouse in Tai An city, there were only 
10 tablets worth a few hundred yuan each.” 

But a cheap tablet cost Professor Xu, a for- 
mer English instructor at Beijing Garment 
Institute, more than 2,000 yuan. 

“I received a letter addressed from Beijing 
Shengshi Civilization and Culture Corpora- 
tion in early June last year,” Xu told Beijing 
Evening News. 

In the letter, Hong claimed himself the 
boss and stated that a tablet bearing Prof. 
Xu’s record of achievements would be erected 
in the China Celebrity Garden at a minimum 
cost of 2,000 yuan. 

Prof. Xu then remitted 2,000 yuan to Hong 
on June 19. 

“A few days later, I called the company for 
confirmation, but was told my name was mis- 
takenly left out of the list and the tablet was 
not made for me yet.” 

Xu on July 1 received another letter in 
which Hong apologized and said Xu’s name 
had been added to the list. 

On April 1, an invitation letter arrived. 

“Hong informed me the tablet was ready 
and asked me to attend the opening ceremo- 
ny of the celebrity garden in Tai An on May 
1,” said Xu. 

Xu arrived by train 6 pm on May 1 and 
went to the designated guest house. 

“But the receptionist told me the guest in 
room 130 had been detained by the local po- 
lice for fraud a few days before.” 

Xu dialed 110 and went to the station 
around 7 pm. He met five others from other 
provinces. “We talked for a while and it 
turned out that we all came to attend the 
opening ceremony.” 

Officer Zhang told the Beijing Evening 
News that police investigated the case after 
receiving an accusation letter from Xinjiang. 
They detained Hong on April 4. 

Hong, from Zhejiang Province, was sen- 
tenced to five years, six months in 1992 by 
Beijing Mentougou Court for swindling oth- 
ers into purchasing teaching materials by 
mail. 

The case is still under investigation. 


Where 
to Buy 
City’s Most 
Tasteless 
T-shirt 



Photo by Bai Jikai 


By Feng Yihua 

Black Osama bin Laden T-shirts sold well 
at the Xiongmao Huandao market in Haidian 
District, according to Beijing Evening News 
last week. 

The front displays the holy alleged mass 
murderer sporting a trademark white Arabic 
scarf. 

A peddler told the paper he had sold four 
or five T-shirts a day. One university student 
bought one and said, “ It’s conspicuous. I will 
wear it in my dormitory.” 

Beijing Today on May 12 paid a visit to 
the market but couldn’t find any T-shirts. A 
peddler told the paper the market adminis- 
tration center had banned sales of bin Laden 
T-shirts. 

“But if you really want to buy one, wait a 
few days,” he said. “Recently they took strong 
measures, but I can print up a bin Laden or 
anyone you like.” 



Sudanese Majda Elfaki sells her make-up skills 


Photo hy Qu Liyan 
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By Su Wei 

The back of his T-shirt suggests “Learn from 
Lei Feng.” 

“It is the right time to wear the right shirt,” 
says Bob Foday, a young married man from Si- 
erra Leone. On the front, he sports a picture of 
the China cult pop icon. 

“I am learning from Lei Feng and doing 
good,” he says. 

Foday has just bought himself an Indian mu- 
sic CD and says he will “certainly buy more” 
in the garden of the Kempinski Hotel on Satur- 
day, a shopping event like no other in the capi- 
tal. 

Ambassadors, officials and their wives, 
mostly from African and Arab countries, as- 
sembled to buy and sell their national products 
including clothes, handicrafts, jewelry, wines 
and snacks. 

“Within a few meters, you can buy typical 


products from many countries,” says Lao Du. 
He spent 200 yuan on two bottles of Cuban 
Rum. Nehad Sukayri, wife of Rajab Sukayri, 
Jordan ambassador, also the organizer, says it 
is the third international bazaar to raise funds 
to help Chinese charities. 

“The poverty and education of Chinese chil- 
dren became important to me during my trav- 
els through China,” she says. “In 2000, we 
made 90,000 yuan.” 

“Only five bottles of Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Chardonnay populated by Thracians re- 
main. Forty-five were sold within one hour!” 
says Cheryl Catarino, wife of Pedro Catarino, 
Portugal ambassador. “We sell at discounts of 
35 and 45 yuan.” 

“This event should be supported by every 
Arabian embassy,” says Talal H Al-Khudairi, 
minister plenipotentiary of the Iraqi embassy 
while munching on Egyptian snacks. 


Shop Bars Tots 


By Chen Ying 

Unwilling to abandon their 
boy, Tong Xihang’s family had to 
shop elsewhere because of a reg- 
ulation of Makro Supermarket 
at Jiuxianqiao, Chaoyang District 
recently. 

Visiting the supermarket for 
the first time on May 1, the family 
were blocked at the supermarket 
entrance because of their 3-year- 
old son’s height 0.95 meters. 

A notice hanging on the wall 
behind the customer information 
desk says children shorter than 
1.2 meters are forbidden to enter. 

At the entrance, a red line on 
the wall marks off the critical 
height. An employee stands here 
inspecting people’s height. 

Makro is a membership chain- 
store with two branches in Beijing, 
and another at Dahongmenxi 
Road, Fengtai. Both have the 
rule. 

A spokesman of the supermar- 
ket said the shelves are more than 
6 meters high and forklift trucks 
move among them. 

“It’s very dangerous for chil- 
dren as the employee sitting in the 
truck has a blind spot,” he said. 

But in another chain supermar- 
ket, PriceSmart, there is no such 
regulation. 

“There is always a navigator 
near the forklift truck,” said an 
employee of PriceSmart. 

“Why shouldn’t I take my child 
shopping?” said Tong. “It would 
be better if the market changed 
trucks or set up a special area for 
children here.” 


Culture Contest 
for Foreigners 

By Su Wei 

Foreigners who either study or 
work in Beijing are invited to enroll 
for a competition making Chinese 
handicrafts. 

Materials are provided for the 
“Discover, Observe and Learn 
Beijing” competition, independently 
making traditional Chinese crafts in- 
cluding Chinese knots, kites, paper- 
cuts, dough figures, sand pictures and 
collages within the required three 
hours. 

“We will also hold six training ses- 
sions for preparation and learning 
of the craft skills,” said Wang Jian, 
vice director of sales and planning of 
Beijing Gongmei Group. 

“Downloaded application forms 
can be sent back through e-mail or 
fax.” 

The competition will be held July 
4 at the Ninth Floor, Beijing Arts 
& Crafts Building in No. 200 
Wangfujing Dajie. 

More details: Tel: 6523-3016, 9 am-5 
pm from May 10-30 (simple English 
service available) or www.eart.net.cn 

E-mail address: gmyxchb@163.com 


Citv to Recue of Ducklin 



By Sun Ming 

He was a forlorn vagrant, an unsightly beggar 
and a pathetic thief living in the backstreets of 
Beijing, one of the forgotten ones who run away 
from home to make it in the big city every year. 

But last week against all the odds, the city took 
19-year-old Zhao Bin into its embrace. Beijing Ton- 
gren Hospital surgeons will today remove a tumor 
fit to burst out of his face. And while at the hospital 
on Sunday last week, Zhao met his father for the 
first time in five years. 

Zhao on April 26 was caught stealing coins from 
the pay toilet at Si Hui Dong Subway Station. In 
his left shoe, police found 122 five mao coins, a to- 
tal 61 yuan. Zhao confessed to making more than 
1,000 yuan in two months, committing 23 such 
robberies. Police were stunned. 

“His left cheek was bulgy and droopy,” Huo 
Hongsheng told Beijing Evening News. 

“And his left eyelid was inside out. Zhao said 
there was a large tumor under his left cheek.” 

Zhao’s tale won sympathy from Beijingers over the 
newspaper’s hotline in the following days. Most had 
met Zhao begging for money in subway stations. 

“The child is very pitiful,” said 60-year-old Mr. 
Chen, a retired worker. “If his face were not so 
ugly, perhaps he would have a job and not need to 
steal or to beg,” 

“What can he do after he comes out from deten- 
tion? I want to sponsor him to receive an opera- 
tion,” said Liu Mei, a bank clerk. 

Zhao came to the city from Luoyang, Henan 



Father and son are reunited Photo by Wang Yuan 


Province five years ago. 

“My tumor has been around since I was born 
and it gets bigger and bigger as I grow,” Zhao 
told Beijing Evening News in the First Detention 
House on April 27. 

Zhao said his parents divorced when he was 6 
years old and his father married again six years 
later. 

“I disliked my stepmother,” he said. “So I left my 
family and came to Beijing in 1997.” 

Not wanting to influence the relationship be- 
tween his father and his stepmother, Zhao said 
he had not contacted his father since Zhao began 
Beijing life by the railway station, collecting scraps 
and sleeping in the square before the station. “But 
it was difficult for me to do this winter, and so I 


started begging there.” 

He moved to the subway stations in 2000 as he 
didn’t want to hand over protection fees to local 
villains. 

“I really don’t want to be a beggar, but what can 
I do? I am so ugly all people are disgusted by me,” 
said Zhao. 

Zhao began to steal coins from the pay toilets 
when they first appeared in subway stations in 
March this year. He was sent to the First Deten- 
tion House on April 27. 

Released on May 10, Zhao was taken directly 
to Tongren Hospital. The hospital received Zhao at 
once, without asking any money up front. 

Liu Jingming, director of the oral health depart- 
ment, said Zhao’s tumor grows on his nerve fiber. 

“It must be cut as soon as possible. If not, there 
will be new tumors appearing,” said Liu. 

Zhao’s father, Zhao Wenxue came to Beijing on 
March 13 after receiving a phone call from Beijing 
Evening News. 

“I’ve been to many cities trying to find you,” the 
father said with tears. ‘"Your grandma was worried 
half to death.” 

Zhao Wenxue said he had spent most of his sav- 
ings trying to find his son. 

“Thanks a lot to warm-hearted Beijingers,” he 
said. 

“I want to find a job in the future and then I’ll 
never receive another dirty look,” said Zhao Bin. 

“Thanks a lot to Beijingers. I realize there are 
still kind people in this city.” 
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By Yan Qing/ Chen Ying 

S ince the start of the year, the Kunming 
Municipal Government has spent 380 
million yuan on purchasing 800 work 
positions to help laid-off workers find em- 
ployment, but only around 160 people have 
accepted these jobs. 

Among its efforts to assist local laid-off 
workers, Kunming has initiated the “4050” 
project, which is focused on opening posi- 
tions for the re-employment of laid-off wom- 
en around 40-years-old and men around 
50-years-old. 

To make room for their employment, the 
Kunming Municipal Government began to 
dismiss employees that had already retired 
or were from other areas of the country from 
some departments, enterprises and service 
organizations under government adminis- 
tration at the end of last year. A total of 
2,600 positions have become vacant since 
these measures were begun. 

At the same time, the government has 
“purchased”, or provided the funding to sup- 
port 800 work positions in public service 
fields at such places as police bureaus, local 
medical clinics, social security bureaus and 
urban traffic supervision teams. 

Unfortunately, eighty percent of the jobs 
purchased are still vacant. 

Many laid-off workers think the salaries 
offered at these jobs are so low that they 
cannot cover their basic costs of living, while 
other doubt they would be able to adjust to 
the working times of some jobs, such as se- 
curity positions, and fear their lives would 
be thrown out of rhythm if they accept these 
positions. Some simply feel that the jobs of- 
fered are too demanding. 

The government has stipulated that laid- 
off workers can receive unemployment pen- 
sion for up to 24 months, after which they 
can only receive the lowest amount every 
month to take care of their costs of living. 

The pension agreements of more than 
2,500 laid-off workers signed with the city’s 
employment service center expired at the 
end of last year, putting more pressure on 
the local government to address its employ- 
ment situation. 

The lack of enthusiasm about the em- 
ployment opportunities provided by the 
government has become a source of embar- 
rassment. The question of how to deal with 
employment problems rising from several 
years of government and state-owned enter- 
prise reform has become a more pressing is- 
sue than ever. Opinions follow: 



Looking Past 
Pensions 

Kunming purchases jobs 
for laid-off workers 


Spokesman who requested ano- 
nymity, Kunming Labor Employ- 
ment Bureau 

Most laid-off workers are older and not 
very competitive in terms of knowledge and 
technological skills. They really need help. So- 
ciety can only stay balanced if they have some 
kind of basic living security. The question is 
not whether this move is worth making, but 
whether it can be effective. So far, this reem- 
ployment project has not produced its desired 
effects. However, it is one method to solve 
the problems of laid-off workers in earning a 
living, and it can be improved from this point. 

Na Qi, Academy of Social Sci- 
ences of Yunnan Province 

This move by the government to help laid- 
off workers find reemployment is creative and 
active, compared with simply providing them 
money to cover their costs of living. But it’s 
not enough and proving difficult to put into 
practice. 

The core of the problem is whether the gov- 
ernment should purchase positions in public 
service fields for those laid-off workers. Every 
country faces employment problems of some 
kind. So all circles should make efforts to al- 
leviate pressures from unemployment. 

In western countries, jobs like those pur- 
chased by the Kunming Municipal Gov- 
ernment are normally filled by volunteers, 
because those kinds of positions don’t require 
professional employees. 

However, the flip side is that the number 
of employment opportunities available in one 
area normally stays relatively constant dur- 
ing a given period. This means laid-off work- 


ers will be re-employed at the cost of other 
people’s jobs. 

Zhang Min, Red Cross Society of 
China in Yunnan Province 

Although our department has not tried this 
kind of policy, I think it will end up being a 
headache for employers if it is really put into 
practice. Opening new jobs, to some extent, 
goes against efforts already made to stream- 
line administrative structures. 

It’s OK if an employer is pleased with an 
employee in a purchased position, but what is 
to be done when such an employee is not suit- 
able? It would be unfair to other employees 
for that person to be kept on, and would be 
harmful to the enterprise’s development. This 
raises another question of where the workers 
that have been refused are supposed to go? 

Ren Xinmin, professor, Yunnan 
University 

Despite their good intentions, the govern- 
ment’s move raises some questions. For in- 
stance, what kinds of jobs can the government 
purchase? Where does the government raise 
the funds needed to purchase these jobs? How 
much should people in these jobs be paid? Is 
purchasing these jobs necessary? 

It will be hard to make the purchasing of 
work positions practical in the market econo- 
my because the market has become more and 
more competitive. 

The government’s mission should be creat- 
ing mechanisms for re-employment instead of 
directly participating in employment arrange- 
ments. An open information network should be 
created nationwide and the employment mar- 
ket should be allowed to function naturally. 
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“ The city will build more economical 
apartments for people whose homes are 
due to be torn down. Efforts to construct 
new buildings should not damage the 
city's overall look and historical sites 
should continue to be protected .” 

— Liu Qi, mayor of Beijing, regarding 
the Beijing municipal government’s 
new plans for curbing air pollution 
and removing dilapidated houses in 
order to create a good environment 
for the 2008 Olympic Games 

“ China has not fundamentally re- 
versed the trend of the deterioration 
of the ecosystem. China has a thriving 
tree- farming industry, but whether it 
can produce all the seedlings required 
remains to be seen. To replace the log- 
ging of forests, China plans to start com- 
mercial tree farms this year, financed 
by private investors. Plans call for 82 
million acres of tree farms to be created 
over the next 10-15 years. But the na- 
tionwide effort still faces serious obsta- 
cles, including a shortage of money and 
uncertainty about the best species of 
trees to plant in many areas.” 

— Lei Jiafu, deputy administrator 
of the State Forestry Administration, 
who says reforestation programs 
undertaken since the 1980s have not 
been enough to stop the degradation 
of China’s forests 

“He is the type of person who sleeps 
at 9:30 pm after watching the domestic 
news. In the morning, he only reads 
a few lines about what is written on 
the Middle East and the world due 
to his huge responsibilities. He listens 
and debates politely, but was not fully 
informed about the real conditions in 
the region, especially the conditions suf- 
fered by the Palestinian people. And so, 
he continues. I felt it was my duty to 
spend as long a time as possible to brief 
him on the facts directly and without 
an intermediary. I came out fully con- 
vinced that the man will act in the right 
direction.” 

— Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi 
Arabia quoted in Okaz, a Saudi news- 
paper, after the prince visited US 
President George W. Bush’s ranch in 
Texas last month 

By Chen Ying /Li Qinghao 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday, is a new ad versing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
ve red whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the adver User's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the pol icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 84014823 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 

* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 

and offering service around the day 

**Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 

2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/s quar emeter/day 

3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Inc hiding property right).It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 




WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



NWD (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

-University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present: 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 



Stf tgj£ SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON UNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004RR .China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 





OToSouth of LanDao building, it' snew 
building 

O Area: 3 500m2-4000m2,43 Ospm/per 
floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


CHINA LIFE TOWER 

ffli mm : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: ,< 

Beijing Zhong Bat - 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 

ikJSnUBS** 

BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


immy&n 

LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices:ioo%:De P artment 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Nexlj 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking F6nt: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacit^ 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-608 

* X7 ^7 "W V7 ^7 X7 "^7 "W ^7 ^ \ 


64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser:Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 ,real estate business that buy>rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases , maritime , fin ance , bond > important and difficult aflfairs; 

3 debt, economy contracts foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises , providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages D 

TEL:86-1 0-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 










IEUING TODAY 


PROBE 






MAY 17, 2002 



E-mail: liufeng@ynet.com 


EDITOR: LIU FENG DESIGNER: HAN HAO 


Do peasants in 
China still only 
work in the fields ? 
How do they view 
their situation ? 
What do they ex- 
pect from life ? 

Beijing Public Opin- 
ion Research Compa- 
ny has conducted a 
survey among peas- 
ants in 16 towns, with 
a total annual in- 
come over 1 billion 
yuan per town. 


A griculture not the 
only choice 

Over 75% of those surveyed do not depend 
solely on agriculture to support their family 
Nearly 56% work in township enterprises 
earning fixed monthly salaries. 

With the promotion of the agricultural mech- 
anization, fewer labors are needed. The devel- 
opment of village and township enterprises has 
also contributed to a reduction in the agricul- 
tural labor work pool. 

Meanwhile, various government policies en- 
courage peasants to take advantage of resourc- 
es to develop non-agriculture sectors, such as 
fishery and forestry, while local governments 
are cooperating with other provinces and even 
internationally to export surplus agricultural 
laborers. 

At the same time, increasing numbers of for- 
mer agricultural laborers are finding new ways 
of making money, including investing in stocks 
and renting their houses out to city dwellers as 
holiday villas. 

F ees and taxes still a 
burden 

All of those surveyed say their lives are still 
too burdensome. Over half say there is an ur- 
gent need for the government to provide more 
relief, while 19% call for increased efforts to im- 
prove relations between village leaders and or- 
dinary villagers. 

Although the central government has re- 
peatedly called for measures to reduce or abol- 
ish unreasonable fees and taxes for peasants, 
many fees administered by local governments 
still exist under a variety of guises. 

In some cities in Henan and Hebei for exam- 
ple, locals must annually contribute as much 
as 200 and 300 yuan each for building bridges, 
roads and schools, much more than the maxi- 
mum set by the central government. 

Wu Maofang, a peasant in Guizhou, com- 
plains that the fee for cable television is around 
400 yuan, “But it was once only 60 yuan!” 

He says one reason is that villages often ex- 
aggerate their annual production, in order to 
be praised by the county or provincial govern- 
ment. “But we then have to hand in a percent- 
age of that supposed profit!” 

There is a perception that many village lead- 
ers do not really care about peasants’ life and 
concentrate on accumulating money for them- 
selves. 

One way of doing this to allocate more mon- 
ey to villagers, and then give extra fines. These 
leaders are generally assigned by the county or 
province. 

“If we do not want to give the money, they 
may even take away of our furniture or house- 
hold appliances. Sometimes they even take 
away our food!” says Yu Hua, a peasant from 
Shiyan, Hubei Province. 

Meanwhile, some peasants say village lead- 
ers are accustomed to using money raised in 
this way to treat county leaders to dinners or 
provide entertainment during supervision in- 
spections. They complain that bribery is com- 
mon among village leaders. 

“Even when we marry, we have to give some- 
thing to the leaders. Otherwise we will have dif- 
ficulty getting marriage registration. If we have 
no money to give the leader as a present, we 
would never have the opportunity to be allocated 
to join the army or be sent to work in the city” a 
young peasant from Baoding, Hebei says. 

Less than 2% of the peasants surveyed say 
they would go traveling purely for leisure. But 
over 68% say they enjoy watching TV, chatting, 
playing cards and mahjong in their spare time. 

The cost of travel is the main disincentive, 
despite improvements in the standard of living 
The average annual income for peasants is now 
almost 3,000 yuan. 



' Why do you ask me to 
hide the goat, whenever 
the leader comes? 
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Because goat meat is 
what he likes best! 


Weekly Survey 


Doctors Concerned 
about Relations 
with Patients 

By Su Wei 

A survey conducted by 
China Doctors Association 
in 114 hospitals in Beijing, 
Sichuan and Guangdong 
suggests that most doctors 
are aware there is an in- 
creasing number of disputes 
that end in physical violence 
between patients and doc- 
tors. 

According to the survey, 
the number of such disputes 
per hospital annually has 
been around 66 in the past 
three years and an average 
of five doctors per hospital 
have been assaulted. 

Over 60% of the doctors 
in these hospitals complain 
about unsafe conditions. 

In contrast only 5% say 
they are not worried about 
their safety and never wor- 
ry about being beaten by pa- 
tients. 

Meanwhile, more than 
7 0% believe their legal rights 
are being violated. 

They call for more regula- 
tions to prevent an increase 
of the incidence of doctors 
being threatened or beaten. 


Over half say there is 
an urgent need for the 
government to provide 
more relief, while 19% 
call for increased efforts 
to improve relations be- 
tween village leaders 
and ordinary villagers. 


96% of the surveyed 
families have a fixed 
telephone at home, and 
nearly 3% have more 
than two telephones. 
Over 47% of the sur- 
veyed families have a 
mobile phone. Mean- 
while, 12% have a com- 
puter at home. 


Over 66% say they 
would be very happy if 
their children obtained 
a university degree, fol- 
lowed by 30% who 
would be satisfied with 
a college degree. 


C onsumption 
increases 

96% of the surveyed families have a fixed 
telephone at home, and nearly 3% have more 
than two telephones. Over 47% of the surveyed 
families have a mobile phone. Meanwhile, 12% 
of the total surveyed families have a computer 
at home. 

Li Lina, a peasant in Zhejiang says she can 
directly contact the technicians in the towns 
and placing an order through telephones. 

Meanwhile, prices for computers and mobile 
phones are no longer prohibitively high, espe- 
cially when many see such products as being 
important to their life. These days a mobile 
phone or computer can cost as little as 1,000 
yuan, while the fee to install a telephone has 
been reduced to around 500 yuan. 

The lack of readily accessible computer 
stores is one reason why computers remain less 
popular. In order to purchase a computer, it 
may be necessary to travel a considerable dis- 
tance to a larger city, and then delivery is an 
added expense. 

Also there are few maintenance stores in 
small villages and towns not to mention skilled 
technicians. So lack of after sales service is an- 
other problem for peasants considering the pur- 
chase of a computer. 

C hildren’s education 
greatest concern 

Giving their children a good education ranks 
as the highest priority for nearly 60% percent 
of the peasants surveyed. Almost all hope their 
children will achieve at least senior high school 
education. 

Over 66% say they would be very happy if 
their children obtained a university degree, fol- 
lowed by 30% who would be satisfied with a 
college degree. Less than 1% say middle school 
education is enough. 

The figures suggest education is widely rec- 
ognized as the most effective way of escaping 
poverty and raising one’s living standards. 

Meanwhile with the promotion of modern 
agricultural techniques, there is increasing un- 
derstanding that there is more to raising crops 
than simply planting seeds, fertilizing, weed- 
ing, and harvesting. 

Ai Huayu, a young peasant from Anhui now 
working in Beijing says it is impossible for 
peasants to have medical or old age insurance. 

However he says life for his friends with 
a university degree is totally different. “One 
found a job in Zhongguancun and then became 
a Beijing resident. He can enjoy all the pref- 
erential policies that entails, such as getting a 
bank loan to purchase a home.” 

Meanwhile, Ai says in the place where he 
works, the fee for waste collection is three yuan 
per household per month. “But for us, it is three 
yuan per person per month.” 

However the survey also suggests that a 
large number of peasants are still reluctant to 
pursue higher education for their children. The 
main reason is the expense of education. 

A peasant from Ningyang County, Shandong 
Province, once calculated that it would cost 
around 1,700 yuan for a junior school student 
per year and at least 2,600 yuan for a senior 
high school student per year. 

Meanwhile, some believe that what their 
children learn at school has no application in 
agriculture. “A high school graduate does not 
even know what the best season is to grow high 
quality grains, to say nothing of how to plant 
them!” (By Su Wei ) 


Crime Rate Falls 

By Su Wei 

A survey conducted by 
China Economic Monitoring 
Center reveals that slightly 
over 45% of Beijingers think 
social order was good in 
2001, about 8% more than 
in 2000. 

The data released by 
Beijing Police Station Bu- 
reau shows the number of 
crime cases in 2001 was 6% 
less than 2000 and the num- 
ber of alerts received by the 
police stations was 11% less 
than 2000. 

The data also reveals 
that the number of severe 
cases such as arson, kidnap- 
ping, murder, robbery and 
rape was nearly 14% less 
than before. 

The number of robberies 
fell by about 23%. 

Meanwhile, there was an 
increase of around 18% in 
the number of crimes 
solved. 


Lower Interest 
Rates to Have 
Negligible Effect 

By Su Wei 

China Economic Moni- 
toring Center has conducted 
a survey among 300 Bei- 
jngers on their attitudes 
towards the lowering of in- 
terest rates in savings and 
loans. 

Nearly 53% of the sur- 
veyed say lower interest 
rates would not have any 
influence on their work and 
life. 

“The lowering of the rate 
is too small. Only 0.25% for 
the savings and 0.5% for the 
loans,” many responded. 

32% have a negative 
opinion towards the lower 
rate. They say the govern- 
ment is “taking more mon- 
ey” from them. 

However, over 15% say 
they are happy with the 
lowering interest, especially 
for the bank loans for start- 
ing a business. 

Meanwhile, when asked 
whether consumption plans 
would be affected, 63% say 
the lower interest rates will 
cause them to spend more 
on such commodities as 
household appliances (30%), 
travel (16%) and education 
(14%). 

51% say they will invest 
more in stock (19%), secu- 
rities (11%) and insurance 
(10%). 

Only slightly over 9% say 
they will reduce their bank 
savings. 
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By Xinhua/ Cheng Ying 

Rescue team spokesman of the May 7 air crash 
Shan Chunchang said at a press conference in Da- 
lian Wednesday that progress has been made in the 
investigation into the cause of the accident, and the 
recovery of victims’ bodies and the wreckage. 

“Once the cause of the May 7 air crash is found, 
those responsible for the disaster will be punished ac- 
cording to law,” said Shan. 
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The 4,000 kg 
section of wing 
is the heaviest 
piece of wreck- 
age to be re- 
covered so far 
(above) 
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In response to a question about whether or not the 
government will update rescue equipment and im- 
prove civil aviation safety, Shan said that advanced 
technical equipment has already been used during 
the rescue operations. 

An MD-82 China Northern Airlines passenger air- 
liner carrying 112 passengers and crew on a flight 
from Beijing to Dalian, Liaoning Province, plunged 
into the sea at 9:40 p.m. on May 7 after the pilot re- 
ported a fire in the cabin. 

There were no survivors among the 103 passen- 
gers and nine crew aboard, according to China North- 
ern Airlines. 

Seven overseas passengers were aboard the plane, 
three from Japan, as well as individuals from the Re- 
public of Korea, India, Singapore and France. 


One “Black Box” Found 


Salvage workers started searching on Sunday 
night for the two “black boxes”, or flight-data record- 
ers. Detection equipment shipped from the United 
States to Dalian was being used in the search. One 
of the black boxes, the flight deck voice recorder, was 
found around 3:00 p.m. Tuesday. 

The beacon from the other black box, the flight 
deck data recorder, was also found, indicating that 
the box had been damaged. 

Deputy head of the General Administration of 
Civil Aviation Yang Yuanyuan says the voice recorder 
has been taken to the Security Technology Center for 
Civil Aviation in Beijing. 

“Although analysis of the voice recorder, especially 
the background sounds, is difficult, the data is crucial 
to the investigation,” Yang said. 

Wreckage salvaged so far, includes two engines, 
the nose and tail sections, the wings, undercarriage, 
instruments and some seats. These are being reas- 
sembled in a warehouse in Dalian to provide clues for 
the team investigating the cause of the crash, accord- 
ing to Song Jiahui, director of the salvage bureau of 
the Maritime Safety Administration. 


One of the 
“black boxes” 
was found on 
Tuesday 


Bodies of 39 Crash Victims Claimed 


The bodies of 39 victims have been claimed so far, Shan 
Chunchang said in Dalian Wednesday. 

He confirmed a total of 73 bodies have been recovered 
from the sea off the coast of Dalian, including those of the 
passengers from France and the Republic of Korea. The 
body of a Hong Kong passenger has already been taken 
home. 

Shan said DNA tests will be carried out to confirm the 
identity of some bodies. 


Compensation for Air Crash Victims 


Announced 


The first indemnity agreement between relatives of vic- 
tims and the civil aviation authorities was signed in Dalian 
Wednesday. 

Shan Chunchang said that 185,000 yuan (US $22,000) 
has been paid as compensation. Relatives of the seven for- 
eign passengers aboard the plane would also be entitled to 
the same amount of compensation. 

As Jiang Lianying, general manager of China North- 
ern Airlines, announced Monday, this sum will not include 
money already paid to victims’ relatives for living expens- 
es, funeral expenses or accommodation in Dalian, nor will 
it affect allowances to the relatives by the government or 
the victims’ employers. 

To comfort relatives of the victims and to lessen their 
pain, over 7,000 people have been mobilized from Beijing, 
Heilongjiang, Jilin and Hubei provinces to take part in re- 
lief work. 


Grieving Family Members of Air 


Crash Victims Being Cared for 


After the crash, senior Chinese leaders, including Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin, Premier Zhu Rongji, Vice-President Hu 
Jintao and Vice-Premier Li Lanqing, ordered all-out efforts 
to rescue possible survivors. 


-JbS 

5 $ - 

TjS H ■ 


Plane wreckage 
and victims’ be- 
longings are 
transported to 
Dalian harbor 

Xinhua photos 


The photo 
shows the first 
“black boxes” 
(cockpit voice 
recorder) and 
the beacon at- 
tached to it 
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On May 10, Vice-Premier Wu Bangguo visited family 
members of some of the victims in Dalian. 

Wu made a special visit to relatives of the Japanese vic- 
tims and extended condolences to them. The relatives of 
the Japanese victims expressed satisfaction over the ar- 
rangements made by the Chinese government. 

Meanwhile family members of six overseas victims 
arrived in Dalian to identify the bodies of their loved 
ones on May 11. 

China Northern Airlines issued letters of condolence on 
May 8 to all families of the victims, saying that the compa- 
ny would do its best to investigate the cause of the crash. 

Local Dalian officials, including Mayor Li Yongjin, 
also visited those victims’ families who were in Dalian. 

The Dalian municipal government selected 149 gov- 
ernment functionaries who together with 138 staff 
members from the airline company took care of crash 
victims’ family members staying in five local hotels. 

Governments from several provincial and municipal 
areas, including Heilongjiang and Hubei provinces and 
Beijing, also sent representatives to Dalian with condo- 
lences for the families of any local citizens who died in 
the crash. 

In addition, four psychologists from Beijing University 
and the Beijing-based Anding Hospital have been invited 
to Dalian to provide counseling for family members. 


JP Morgan 
Chase Bank 
Wins the Mariner 


By Ivy Zhang 

JP Morgan Chase Bank has 
paid almost $6 million at a pub- 
lic auction for a supertanker 
impounded in February by the 
Guangzhou Maritime Court. 

According to the Guangzhou 
Maritime Court, the tanker is by 
far the largest foreign vessel to 
be sold by judicial auction in Chi- 
na. 

The M.T. Mariner, owned by 
Seastream Shipping was based 
in Liberia but under the manage- 
ment and control of the Coulout- 
hros family of Greece. 

The tanker was manufactured 
by Hyundai Heavy Industries in 
1976. 

The auction was conducted at 
Guangzhou Maritime Court on 
May 9. Bidding opened at $5 mil- 
lion, and JP Mor- 
gan Chase Bank 
were the successful 
buyers after more 
than 10 rounds of 
bidding. 

“JP Morgan 
Chase bank reg- 
istered to bid at 
the auction to 
protect their inter- 
ests as the first pri- 
ority mortgagees of 
the Mariner,” Raja 
Bose, a senior as- 
sociate lawyer with 
international law 
firm Watson Farley 
Williams, who were 
representing the 
bank, told Beijing 
Today. 

There were over 
70 people represent- 
ing seven registered 
bidders packed into 
the court room 
where the auction 
was conducted, Bose 
said. 

Mariner is 
impounded 

In mid-February 
this year, the M.T. 

Mariner, flying a 
Bahamas flag, 
anchored off Shui- 
dong port, 

Maoming, Guang- 
dong province. 

Owing to the size of the tank- 
er, it was required to anchor out- 
side the harbor, 35 nautical miles 
from the coast. 

On February 19, Guangzhou 
Maritime Court received an ap- 
plication from the US based fuel 
supply company Trans-Tec to im- 
pound the Mariner. The compa- 
ny claimed the ship’s owner owed 
it over 1 million dollars for fuel. 

On February 22, the court or- 
dered the owner to provide a 
guarantee of $1.3 million while 
ordering Trans-Tec to provide the 
court with a counter-guarantee. 

The next day, Trans-Tec put up 
600,000 yuan and the court ruled 
that the ship be impounded. 

Shortly after, another two 
companies lodged similar suits. 

On February 25, O.W Malta 


The court 
released the 
tanker on May 
1 4 after 
receiving pay- 
ment from JP 
Morgan Chase 
Bank. 

“Given the age 
and condition of 
the vessel, 
further trading is 
very unlikely and 
she will probably 
be sold for 
scrap,” said Raja 
Bose, a senior 
associate lawyer 
with Watson 
Farley Williams. 


of Greece applied for the seizure 
of the Mariner, claiming an out- 
standing payment of $330,000 
for fuel and demanded the owner 
to pay a $400,000 guarantee. 

On March 14, the court re- 
ceived an application from JP 
Morgan Chase Bank. 

The bank claimed that the 
ship owner had failed to repay 
a loan and interest due in the 
amount of about $7.3 million. It 
applied for the seizure of the ves- 
sel and demanded a $7.8 million 
guarantee. 

The court approved the ap- 
plications immediately, however 
Seastream Shipping failed to pro- 
vide the guarantees requested by 
the court and reached no repay- 
ment agreement with any of the 
creditors. 

Sold for $6 mil- 
lion 

Taking account 
of the huge ton- 
nage of the vessel, 
the high cost of 
maintenance (up 
to 300,000 yuan 
per day according 
to a May 10 Chi- 
na Youth Daily re- 
port), the security 
of the vessel and 
protection of the 
interests of cred- 
itors, the court 
ruled on March 29 
that the vessel be 
sold through pub- 
lic auction. 

A total of eight 
companies and 31 
crew members from 
eight countries reg- 
istered claims total- 
ing $9 million prior 
to the auction. 

“The money 
raised from the sale 
shall be returned 
to the creditors 
after the case is 
heard in court,” said 
Yang Hui, media li- 
aison officer at the 
Guangzhou Mari- 
time Court, “but 
since all the par- 
ties concerned are 
from foreign coun- 
tries, the case is quite complex.” 

As to why the foreign credi- 
tors choose China to settle their 
disputes with the ship owner; 
Watson, Farley & Williams law- 
yer Raja Bose told Beijing Today, 
“The vessel was already (im- 
pounded) in Shuidong by anoth- 
er creditor. Both our clients and 
ourselves put faith in the excel- 
lent reputation of the Guangzhou 
Maritime Court and its experi- 
enced judges who handle many 
public auctions a year.” 

Bose said that the court re- 
leased the tanker on May 14 af- 
ter receiving payment from JP 
Morgan Chase Bank. “Given the 
age and condition of the vessel, 
further trading is very unlikely 
and she will probably be sold for 
scrap.” 



The Mariner anchored off Shuidong port , Guangdong province was 
released this Tuesday Photo provided by the Guangdong Maritime Court 


Specifications of M.T. Mariner 

Flag: Bahamas 

Gross tonnage: 130,000 tons 

Port of registry: Nassau 

Net tonnage: 100,000 tons 

Type of ship: Oil Tanker 

No. of cargo tanks: 21 

Length: 344 m 

Total capacity: 316,000 cubic 

Breadth: 52 m 

meters 

Depth: 27 m 

Date of delivery: 22/11/1976 
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The phoenix took 
Zhang 32 hours to 
finish . 


This work typifies how a tattoo follows the line of the body. 


Photos by Zhang Ziyu and Cui Jun 


News. The following day, the two telephones at the 
salon rang almost constantly. More than 400 people 
called, enquiring about getting a tattoo. 

Variety of tastes 

Zhang’s busiest day to date saw him tattoo nine cli- 
ents. The longest single work that has ever taken him 
to complete was 32 hours, for a phoenix on a woman’s 
back. His clients’ professions range from rock ‘n’ roll 
musicians to individual businessmen like himself, from 
24-year-old modern artists to a 60-year-old driver. 

A tattoo transposes an image onto the flesh, so the 
artist must take into account the line of the body and 
texture of the skin. According to Zhang, a good tattoo 
enhances the body’s beauty. He says that most people 
who want a tattoo love their body and want to show it 
off. But there are also those who get a tattoo to disguise 
or cover a scar or birthmark. 

Zhang pays particular attention 
to the image used for a tattoo. He 
spends a long time studying a cli- 
ent’s idea. He tells of a musician 
aged no more than 30 who once 
came to him. “I want something 
special,” she said, but was unsure 
about the specific image she want- 
ed. Zhang talked with her for three 
hours, determining her taste and 
preferences. Finally she mentioned 
that she had a strong affinity with 
fire. This gave Zhang the clue he 
had been searching for. He de- 
signed an image of the Chinese 
character for “fire,” which looked 
as if it had been written in flames. 

“If the client’s idea inspires me, 
my desire to create will be raised. 

I’ll even charge less, because I’m 
afraid the expensive price will 
scare them off,” he says. 

The hardest thing is to tattoo 
a portrait, as the area of skin to 
which the tattoo is being applied 
needs to be stretched. Zhang re- 
calls a young man who asked for 
a tattoo of his deceased mother’s 
face on his chest. The mother’s fea- 
tures were not particularly distinc- 
tive, and Zhang found the task a 
test of his abilities. The young man 
did not speak a word until Zhang 
had finished, then after studying 
the completed tattoo in the mirror, 
broke into a smile and said, “Final- 
ly, I stay with my mother all my 
life!” 

The different textures of skin 
can lead to very different visual re- 
sults. Zhang becomes very excited 


Zhang has an album for tattoo image sam- 
ples. His clients discuss their choices with 
him. “Are you sure you want this one V’ he 
asks regularly. 


Zhang’s equipment comes all from the US. 


when he encounters someone whose skin color lends it- 
self to being tattooed, because it is such a wonderful 
chance to create something, “It’s just like a jade artist 
meeting a fine block of jade. What’s different is that a 
tattoo is a living art!” 

Choice for life 

Zhang always warns his clients that once they de- 
cide to have a tattoo, they must carry it permanently. 
“Think carefully, do you really want to do it?” he will 
ask. He says five years ago, people coming to him usu- 
ally had a very simple idea and didn’t think carefully 
or artistically. “Give me a tiger!” they would cry. But 
nowadays, people’s tastes have developed,” he says. 

Zhang refuses to do tattoos for students, “They are 
not mature enough,” he says, “and don’t understand 
the meaning of having something permanently on your 
body.” Zhang also refuses to tattoo the Nazi swastika. 

Tattoos still have a bad name 
in China. “It seems that only peo- 
ple in gangs or prisoners have tat- 
toos. People having tattoos are not 
allowed to join the army or police 
force in China,” said Zhang. “I just 
wish people would treat it as a per- 
sonal choice. It’s just like dying your 
hair, something few people dared to 
do in China just five years ago.” 
Generally speaking, older peo- 
ple won’t appreciate the art, but 
Zhang’s 80-year-old mother is an 
exception. Sometimes when he has 
finished working on a tattoo, his 
mother will come to have a look. 
“It’s beautiful!” she exclaims, and 
the client will be more than pleased. 
“But don’t you do it on your own 
body,” she tells him privately. 

Zhang uses disposable needle 
and gloves when he’s working. The 
first question for many of Zhang’s 
clients is, “Do you use a disposable 
needle?” They will not consider get- 
ting a tattoo until he assures them 
there is no health risk. There are 
now around a dozen tattooists in 
Beijing, and Zhang says to ensure 
a high standard of hygiene is main- 
tained, the profession needs to be 
strictly administered. 

Zhang exudes a youthful and 
carefree demeanor that belies his 
45 years. “Because I’m living a hap- 
py life,” he declares, “Is there any- 
thing more important than that? 
My skills, talents and imagination 
are so valued that many individ- 
uals permanently wear them, and 
the works grow with their bodies!” 


E-mail: zhangxiaoxia@ynet.com 
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By Zhu Lin 

F inding a professional tattooist in 
Beijing can be difficult if you 
lack the right kind of connec- 
tions. Zhang Ziyu, a 45-year-old 
man living in Liulichang, in the 
south of Beijing, is one of the pro- 
fessional tattoo artists in Beijing. 
He doesn’t have his own salon, his clients 
find him by word of mouth. 

Zhang is as passionate about his work 
now as he was when he started in the busi- 
ness five years ago. Commenting on his cho- 
sen career, he says, “If you think something 
is an art, then you should go for it like an 
artist.” 

A different medium 

Zhang was interested in art long before he 
became involved in the tattoo business, and 
although he never formally studied art, he 
had lessons with several well-known artists. In 
1997 he visited San Francisco, and saw a tattoo 
parlor for the first time. “How fantastic to paint 


on the body instead of on paper!” he thought. 

This new art form aroused his curiosity 
and interest and he started to learn, drop- 
ping in to stores everyday, learning from dif- 
ferent tattoo artists and avidly reading the 
latest tattoo magazines. 

He found the art of tattooing had much 
in common with the basic skills of painting. 
What was more, many popular tattoos, such 
as dragons and flowers, had a close tie with 
Chinese painting. “I don’t know why I was so 
confident about my ability to do it well, al- 
though I had never thought about doing tat- 
toos before I went to the States,” he says. 

When he returned to China a year later, 
he brought with him a complete set of tattoo- 
ing equipment, as well as 40 or so magazines 
and books on the art, all of which cost him 
$5,000. 

In 1998, there were no professional tat- 
tooists in Beijing. Zhang set up his business 
in a corner of the now defunct “Li Bo Beauty 
Salon.” He designed his own advertisement, 
which was printed in the Beijing Evening 


Geng Xiaomin is very proud of his tattoo done by Zhang Ziyu, and he’s just sorry he cannot bear to extend the 
image further. The sinewy biceps are very sensitive! 
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By Miao Yajie 

T he photos, on show at the China Mil- 
lennium Monument Art Museum, capture 
many unrepeatable moments of life in the 
Chinese capital between 1933-46. They 
document Morrison’s view of the city she chose as 
her home for some thirteen years. It is the first 
time in more than fifty years that these photo- 
graphs have been exhibited in the city that they 
chronicle, fulfilling a long-held wish of Hedda Mor- 
rison and her husband Alastair to share the photo- 
graphs with the people of Beijing. 

A Familiar Stranger 

In fact this is not the first time Beijingers have 
had the chance to enjoy memories of old Beijing 
through Hedda Morrison’s viewfinder. 

Dr. Kevin Fewster, director of Sydney’s Power- 
house Museum, the co-organizer of the exhibition, 
told Beijing Today of his surprising find at the 
Quanjude Roast Duck Restaurant last Wednesday. 
He and his party dined at the restaurant, where 70 
years ago, Morrison photographed a chef roasting 
a Beijing duck. After Fewster showed a copy of the 
photo to the manager, he was led to a corner where 
the restaurant’s history is displayed, and was sur- 
prised to see on the wall exactly the same photo he 
held in his hand. It was Morrison’s, however it had 
been attributed to “Helen”. 

“Hedda Morrison lived in Beijing in a particular 
time. She received modernist photographic train- 
ing, and had a particularly strong sense of compo- 
sition, very strong design that leads your eye to 
the subject. This makes her work very striking and 
memorable,” says Claire Roberts, senior curator of 
Asian decorative arts and design at Powerhouse 
Museum, “That’s why her photographs have been 
widely reproduced.” 

“Many of her photos do not bear her name, and 
I think, as a woman, it’s important to know whose 
eyes they were,” Roberts says, explaining why she 
came up with the idea of holding the exhibition. 

Brief biography 

Hedda Morrison (nee Hammer) was born in 
Stuttgart, Germany, in 1908. At the age of eleven, 
she was given her first camera — a Box Brownie — 
and she quickly developed a passion for photogra- 
phy. 

In September 1929, she enrolled at the National 
Institute for Photography in Munich, the first pho- 
tography school to be established in Germany. In 
her final examination report in 1931 she was com- 
mended for “very good outdoor photography”. 

After graduation, Hedda found voluntary work 
in a commercial studio in her hometown. The stu- 
dio produced portraits, landscapes, architectural 
and advertising photography that was influenced 
by the contemporary aesthetic of “new realism” 
and Modernist formalism. 

In 1933, she responded to an advertisement in 
a photographic journal and for the next five years, 
managed the German-owned commercial photo- 
graphic studio Hartung’s Photo Shop (Adong Zha- 
oxiangguan) in Beijing’s legation quarter. 

Hartung’s was a busy commercial studio em- 
ploying seventeen local Chinese staff and boasting 
a well-established clientele including diplomats, 
resident foreigners, missionaries and travelers. 

After her contract at Hartung’s expired in 1938 
Hedda remained in Beijing working as a freelance 
photographer. 

In 1946 she married Alastair Morrison, an Aus- 
tralian who was born in Beijing in 1915. 

After leaving China in 1947, the couple lived in 
Sarawak for twenty years. She was employed by 
the Sarawak government between 1960 and 1966 
to work part-time in the photographic section of 



An enlargement of a photograph by Morrison ofDashala St, at the entrance to the exhibition. By angling 
her camera slightly upwards, Morrison has focused on the look of the street rather than the street life. 


Stepping 70 Years 

Back in Time 



The bicycle was Hedda’s primary 
means of transport in Peking. 
Alastair took this photo outside the 
western city walls in spring 1941. 
Photo provided by Powerhouse Museum 


Paying respects to parents at New Year, 
A corner of the Forbidden City wall and 
moat, Buddhist monk making an offer- 
ing; these are some of the 85 black 
and white photographs by German-born 
Australian photographer Hedda Morri- 
son (1908-1991), taking gallery-goers 
back to the Beijing of 70 years ago, 
when it was known as Peking. 


the Information Office. 

In 1967, the Morrisons settled in Canberra, Aus- 
tralia, where Hedda died in 1991. A year later, 
Alastair Morrison donated 400 of her works to the 
Powerhouse Museum in Sydney. 

Thin slices of space 
and time 

During her thirteen years in Beijing, Hedda 
Morrison took thousands of photographs, docu- 
menting architecture and streetscapes, craftspeo- 
ple at work, street vendors, and religious or old 
customs. She was particularly interested in tradi- 
tional crafts and took many series of photographs 
that record the processes of making and creating. 

Many of her photographs have strong, modern- 
ist inspired compositions, incorporating dramatic 
birds-eye views, acute angels and deep shadows. 
Her portraits are often candid, while those that are 
posed maintain an air of naturalism and demon- 
strate her ability to establish a strong rapport with 
her subjects. 

As Claire Roberts points out, Morrison chose not 
to photograph many of the uglier or controversial 
sides of Beijing life: the Japanese occupation, social 
conflict, civil unrest, poverty, the legation quarter 
and the lives of westerners in Beijing. 

Her images contribute to the large body of pro- 
fessional and amateur photographs of China taken 
by westerners in the period leading up the estab- 
lishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949. 
Such photographs represent thin slices of space 
and time, and together they function as a collec- 
tive memory. Like other western photographers, 
through her choices, Morrison constructed a partic- 
ular image of China, which was primarily intended 
for a western audience. 

With Morrison’s photographs in his mind, Pow- 
erhouse director Kevin Fewster set foot in the 
Forbidden City for the first time in his life. He de- 
scribed the experience of walking through the an- 
cient Imperial Palace, side by side with Chinese 
people enjoying their own culture, as a privilege, 
however he wondered whether Beijingers would 
find Morrison’s old Beijing interesting or not. 

His concern is no doubt groundless, as in the re- 
cent years more and more people are expressing a 
nostalgia for the tranquility of old Beijing, as ex- 
emplified by the old city walls and pailou (ceremo- 
nial archways). Such longings share with Morrison 
not only the specific moment of the photograph, but 
a warm and poetic memory, and a passion for the 
city. 

A passion that is clearly stated by her husband 
in his autobiography The Bird Fancier: a journey to 
Peking , and clearly shared by Hedda: 

“I had been reared in a somewhat Chinese at- 
mosphere, had met any number of people who had 
been in Peking, and had heard and read a great 
deal about the city. 

I had tended to view with some skepticism the 
love for Peking which old Peking hands had all ac- 
quired. I felt that a discriminating traveler such as 
myself would see things more clearly and probably 
be less impressed, but was to find that I had been 
sadly in error. I came to love the Peking of those 
days in a way in which I have never felt for any 
other place in the world.” 


Where: IF, Art Museum of the China Millennium Mon- 
ument 

The exhibition is running concurrently with an 
exhibition of photos of present-day Beijing, taken by fifty 
foreign photographers from 24 countries and 20 Chinese 
photographers until June 9. 

In 2001 Hedda Morrison, A photographer in Old Pe- 
king was translated into Chinese and published here. 
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TEL: 68997124 68311626 


pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

♦ From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 ) 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Website: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

%. ft-$r7]C2 %,%;% 

|t^.fJ* : 6:00 - 8:30, 
30 71/^,400 m, 1000 7c/f Ho 
68499696 


The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides tun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
1 ' 1 ' "* *" iming Daxue stop. 
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By Zhang Xiaoxia 

T he dark bricks of Dongbian- 
men watchtower are again 
embracing the artworks of 
Qing Qing, in an exhibition run- 
ning until June 9. The success of 
her solo exhibition three years ago 
still lingers in the minds of some 
visitors. 

The current exhibition, titled 
Qing Qing Is Back , covers her 


Siamese Twins 

mixed media, Beijing, 2000 

tradition style of flax works and 
her new ones on the topic of clon- 
ing. Coincidental arrangement ex- 
presses her idea on the traditional 
and the modern. “The extremism 
of modern technology is in some 
way the extreme weakness of hu- 
manity,” she states. 

Qing Qing’s flax works still ex- 
press her hope in tradition. “Flax 


is the softest fiber, yet it has an 
incredible tenacity,” she says. In 
her eyes, the softness and tenacity 
of tradition also give people hope. 

In her work Partnersearch 2000, 
personal advertisements are com- 
bined with flax. She describes per- 
sonal advertisements for partners 
as a symbol of the hopeful. 

The works on the issue of clon- 
ing create an atmosphere of bitter- 
ness. The broken limbs of puppies 
are a recurring theme. The bit- 
terness is also evident in a poem 
about cloning; 

Science progresses 
Humans are being cloned 
And -the world has finally 
become -the same 
Sweetness is no longer sweet 
Sal-tiness is no longer sal-ty 
Sourness is no longer sour 
Si-t-terness is no longer bi-t-ter 
You will never feel lonely again 
For we are not ourselves. 

“The individual elements of 
Qing Qing’s works passionately 
declares the dejection and angst of 
their author and their universal- 
ity declares her moral philosophy,” 
says critic Dong Guangbi. In the 
eyes of Qing Qing, tradition sur- 
passes the modern. 

Chair of Roses 

natural materials 
Beijing, 2000 

Photos by Zhuang Jian 


E-mail: zhangxiaoxia@ynet.com 


EDITOR: ZHANG XIAOXIA DESIGNER: HAN HAO 
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Nude 
Book Cover 
Arouses 
Controversy 


By Zhang Huan 

A recently published 
novel titled Repentance Is 
Not Salvation 
is arousing fierce disputes 
among readers and the 
literati. The controversy 
centers around not the con- 
tents of the book, but the 
front cover, which features 
a nude photo of the au- 
thor. 

Li Bo is the first writer 
in China to illustrate the 
cover of a book in such 
a provocative way. Coun- 
tering the argument that 
the cover is no more than 
a publicity stunt, Li says, 
“I’m a young man hunger- 
ing for risk, but the novel 
is a serious literary cre- 
ation. The cover fits with 
the story, in which the hero 
finds ‘crude reality’ excruci- 
ating, and all his ideals and 
beliefs are ‘peeled off.’” 

The story itself focuses 
on the life of a group of 
young men born in the 


1960s and 70s, and how 
their attempts to realize 
their self-worth are disap- 
pointed by the social real- 
ity. These young men have 
experienced radical social 
changes and been caught 
in the crossfire of conflicts 
between the old and new 
social orders. 

Li wrote the novel at 
the age of 25, after spend- 
ing some time wandering 
around Shenzhen, the first 
and biggest Special Eco- 
nomic Zone of South China, 
and main locale of his story. 
He describes his novel as, 
“satirical, ambitious, rough 
and lacking in skills.” 

Some 10,000 copies have 
been sold since the book was 
published one month ago, 
according to editor Wen He 
of the China Movie Publish- 
ing House, “Compared with 
the female writers of the 
same age, his work has dis- 
tinct features: a style of hu- 
mor and social criticism.” 


paint- 
ing, sculpture 
and architecture, 

Wei believes any 
way of expression of 
plastic art can be the 
means for an artist to show his 
or her inner emotion. 

“Imagination comes from the heart,” he 
says. In his eyes, life is the root of creation. 
Wei’s works are “always strengthening the 
tradition and the culture background,” said 
Austrian Ambassador Erich Buttenhauser at 


tion opening. 

“With each work, Wei Xiaoming becomes 
more mature and deeper. It is society for 
which he, empowered by being part of 
it, speaks his message of love and hu- 
manity,” commented artist Eva Choung-Fux. 
(By Zhang Xiaoxia) Photo Provided by Wu Jiang 


Modeling the 
‘ Hope Shirt ’ 


T-Shirt Brings Hope 
to Poor Kids 


By Zhang Huan 

Fashion and art are 
combined in a project to 
raise money for Project 
Hope, a charity that funds 
the building of schools in 
poverty stricken rural ar- 
eas. 

The T-shirts, or “Hope 
Shirts,” featuring works 
by Zhang Dali and Wang 
Guangyi, two well known 
contemporary Chinese art- 
ists, are on sale at Only’s 
retail outlets in Beijing and 
Shanghai until the begin- 
ning of June. 

Zhang, whose “Big 
Head” graffiti is a familiar 
sight on walls all over the 
capital, and Wang, famous 
for his “Great Criticism” 


series of oil paintings, have 
provided the copyright of 
their works free of charge. 
“As members of society, 
we want to do give some- 
thing back to society,” says 
Wang. 

All money raised will 
be used by Project Hope, 
which is administered by 
the China Youth Develop- 
ment Foundation to build 
schools in rural China. 
With the T-shirts retailing 
for just under 200 yuan, the 
general manager of Only, 
the sponsor, Allan War- 
burg, estimates 300,000 to 
500,000 yuan will be 
raised, enough to build two 
Hope schools. 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 
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Academy 
of Fine Arts is 
hosting a retro- 
spective of works 
by Professor Wei 
Xiaoming created in 
the 10 years since he re- 
turned to China. 

Wei, who teaches at the academy, 
describes the exhibition as “a review but not a 
summary.” The strong contrast in his work is 
evident in this solo exhibition. “My creation of 
art follows two extreme directions,” he says, “the 
imaginary beauty and the intrepid power.” 

Wei received a Master of Arts from the Vi- 
enna Academy of Fine Arts, the first Chinese 
postgraduate in the academy’s 300-year his- 
tory. He returned to China in 1992. Since then, 
his works have shown a diversity of beauty 
and power. 

Although his studies in Vienna covered 
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Zhu Jia: 


Our Newspaper Reports 


Multimedia replaces the tra- 
ditional presentation of news. 
Images of hands typing on a key- 
board, rolling subtitles and imag- 
es of important news stories. The 
repetition of visual and acoustic 
language and the multi-dimen- 
sional presentation reflects Zhu’s 
“ visual concept” of news. 


A Special Feature of Beijing Youth Daily 

Exhibition 


of Media and Art 


Wang Youshen: 


Tang Suit- 


Beijing Youth Daily 


Tang Suit represents a so 
called brilliant expression of 
everything around the artist. 
The special material emphasiz- 
es Wang's unique vision offash- 


Wu Shanzhuan: 


Showina A Piece of News 


1 1 S niivi r, t5B] 

The value of news lies in the direct 
spreading-around of the value. 






By Huang Zhuan, the consultant 
Media and Art, the modern 
art exhibition held from May 22 
to 25 is not only about ‘art.’ It 
concerns the background of our 
history and society 

Media is the result of the ex- 
tension of history We used to 
simplify it against art, just like 
the way we either avoid reality 
or face it. We didn’t regard it as 
part of ‘real life.’ 

The relationship between me- 
dia and art is an interesting top- 
ic. Beijing Youth Daily once held 
an exhibition called ‘Art Exhibi- 
tion of the New Force’, but art 
and media were separated. It 
didn’t really merge the element 
of media into art, nor did it vice 
versa. 

But Media and Art is differ- 
ent. Including works by Wang 
Guangyi, Jiang Jie, Shi Yong, 
Wu Shanzhuan, Wang Youshen 
and Zhu Jia, the exhibition is an 
overall grafting of the two’s mu- 
tual understanding of life and 
history. The two work on each 
other interactively and are sup- 
posed to bring out many inspira- 
tions. 

We used to think of media as 
nothing else but media, with lit- 
tle to do with art. But actually 
it’s part of our experience of life 
and history, same as art. 

When: May 22 to 25 
Where: China World Trade 
Center, Exhibition Hall 
Website: www.ynet.com 


Wang Guanyi 


History of a 


Newspaper 


The post boxes rep- 
resent Beijing Youth 
Daily's 53-year his- 
tory. Wang creates a 
discourse with his 
work that is imme- 
diately recognizable 
and accessible to all. 


Jiang Jie 


Major Events 


She makes news into 
a sensual thing and 
the way to read news 
into a three-dimen- 
tional thing. What's 
more, her Major 
Events creates a his- 
toric record opposite to 
the concept of news. 


Shi Yong 


One-eiqhth 


of a Page 


Shi designs his own 
advertisements for 
clothing, food, hous- 
ing and transporta- 
tion, to replace those 
ordinarily taking up 
one-eighth of Beijing 
Youth Daily's front 
page. 


“A newspaper is the record of his- 
tory. To make this history into the 
form of a book means merging his- 
tory into art.” - Jiang Jie 

“I record common people’s vi- 
sions of life and imitate the advertise- 
ment on the one-eighth of the first 
page, because I think they are as im- 
portant as other materials on the first 
page. It can not only show the var- 
ious perspectives of common peo- 
ple’s lives, but also reflect the close 
relationship between the news and 
real life. That is what Beijing Youth 
Daily works on. - Shi Yong 

“Post box-it carries a strong fla- 
vor of history and has a close rela- 
tionship with the “growing up” of a 
newspaper. The merging of the post 
box and the newspaper provides the 
possibility to witness history’. 

- Wang Guangyi 

“We believe on behalf of the 
news.” - Wu Shanzhuan 

“When, what, where, 

who and why; 

Record, edit, produce, 

consume and feedback” 

- Wang Youshen 

“With the newspaper as a special 
production, ‘news’ itself has already 
become a product in the supermar- 
ket for all consumers. The reason for 
this might have something to do with 
the production mode and course of 
the news.” - Zhu Jia 

Photos by Cui Jun 


E-mail: zhangxiaoxia@ynet.com 


EDITOR: ZHANG XIAOXIA DESIGNER: HAN HAO 


Jf- P * j 

BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 00 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 
Efeig:(010)68843388-718/620 (#JaL/£ PWJK) 
ilililh^iSrLl I 1 loo X) 


Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfiijing 
Da jie,Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie,Dongcheng District 
140 ^ 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 


it % ^ 

Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster / clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 
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TEL: 68997124 68311626 


ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

£ll3¥FillSft§ 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 Bi3M 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 


2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

Tel:6712.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 

Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

ittt: 

xm-m 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 


New French Restaurant Now Open! 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 1 1 :00-24:00 Daily 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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Tasty Xinjiang Trea 


By Miao Yajie 

T here are no gimmicks here. It’s not 
roomy. There are no expensive deco- 
rations. Tianshan Restaurant ill 
'flrjft 1 ) concentrates on serving tasty Xin 
jiang food at a reasonable price. 

The boss, chefs and some of the wait- 
ers and waitresses are Uygurs, en- 
suring a genuine local flavor. Some 
dishes are unforgettable and it’s easy 
to name three or four — special fried 
mutton chop (fengwei yangpai 
#), fried crusty pancake with mutton 
(nang bao rou 4jtt*L$J), stewed mutton 
served with one’s hand (shou zhua rou 
chicken on a big plate (da pan 
ji or chicken served on small plate 

(xiao pan ji 

The dishes here are not as oily as other 
Xinjiang food. The proprietress Mihiriban 
Tudi whose name in English means ‘favor 
from God’ also strongly recommended 
their crusty bread (nangljt:). 
The baking of nang in Xin- 
jiang is a craft passed 
down from fathers to 

And a good nang 
1 baker would have 
twice the salary of 
regular chef. All the 
nangs look alike and 
taste similar when 
served dry, however the 
secret of the bakers is re- 
vealed when small pieces of 
nang were soaked in soup. Every 
nang baker own his special formula be- 
sides flour, yeast powder, salt, and sesame. 

Another Xinjiang cuisine special, rice 
cooked with mutton, carrots, raisins and eat- 
en with hands (shou zhua fan-f-f/j vj&), unfor- 
tunately, is not of the best taste compared 
with other dishes in the restaurant. Since 
to cook one pot of the mixed rice need six 
hours, it was cooked early in the morning, 
and heated by microwave oven whenever or- 
dered, thus the chewy texture and some of the 
taste was damaged. For 
those who still want 
to have a try, re- 
member they don’t 
serve it on Sun- 
day. 

Thirty to fifty 
yuan is enough 
for two sensible 
eaters, and four 
can eat well for 
under 100 yuan. 

One thing does need 
improving: the toilet room is 
way too small. 

Add: Tianshan Restaurant, 46 A, Di’anmen 
Dongdajie, west of the Huangchenggen Site 
Park 

Open: 24hours. 

Tel: 8403-5786. 


What’s your favorite shop, stand, bar or 
restaurant? We will be very happy to share 
your experience with all our readers and don’t 
forget, a mystery gift is waiting for you if 
we print your story. Please contact us at 
65902524. Email: shopping@ynet.com. 




Photos by Miao Yajie 

Xinjiang crusty bread — nang (Ijl) 
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By Priscilla 

T he secret of this store’s success: prices. “The dolls are reasonably priced 
because we get them direct from a factory producing dolls for export 
in Jiangsu province,” says the manager of Beijing Sunny Angels Gifts 
Shop Liu Yuan. “The prices are almost equivalent to wholesale.” 

Priced 15-280 yuan, they vary from 8-30 inches, with the majority priced in 
the middle 60-80 yuan. They come in different styles: four seasons dolls, country 
series, Victoria series, wedding series and the shop’s own brand: “Sunny Angels”. 
Their cotton, linen or wool dresses can be thrown in the washing machine. 

“The prices of similar dolls in big shopping departments are two or three 
times higher than the prices here,” claims Liu. 

The shop also specializes in wooden toy cars, mini furniture, wooden combs 
and candles. Having a history of 1,500 years, Changzhou combs are known as one 
of the “Big Eight” hair decorations of ancient China and something of a household 
name in China. 

The Chinese little leaf box wood comb series features Chinese legends and 
folklore including the Dream of the Red Mansion, Legend of White Snake, Fu Lu 
Shou (Happiness, Wealth and Longevity) and of course the Journey to the West. 
A set of three combs costs 42 yuan. Four cost 48 yuan. 

Add: Beijing Sunny Angels Gifts Shop, 40 West Changan Dajie, Xicheng 
District, opposite Beijing Telegraph Office (4b 7^ The owner has 

already another store in 
Beitaipingzhuang (jbj^f- 
£L) and plans two more in 
Mishi Dajie dCn* XAW) and 
the Cuiwei Shopping Store 
(J^£lf1*t). Open: 10am- 
9:30pm. Tel: 6605-5794, 
13901107195. 
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BUSINESS AGENT 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co., Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today)}. We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACE(r^rtS) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

Business training and cooperation 

International transport 

Technique and culture communication 

International investigation and financing 
♦ Shrift > M R > > fill 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 
Office equipment 


fciS AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 

AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 




^ 

BEIJING IRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

m±: db* rtMMIx ft 2 - 
H 1 1 6 j|| 

16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 

Tel:64923528/64923529 

64992660/64910545 


Personal Information 


A man of 42, with 19 years 
working experiences in trade compan- 
ies in Hong Kong and Europe, fluent 
English and Cantonese, good com- 
puter skill, is now applying for jobs as 
Senior Business Manager and etc. 
Tel:6768501 6 


Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦ Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦ Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦ Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel:13701378266 


Cotton Temptations 

By Liang Hongling 

T his simple but tastefully furnished store sells primitive orna- 
ments, cotton clothing and linen. 

Bu Yi Qing Shang’s Ji) clothing is hand woven or wo- 

ven using a traditional weaving machine. It is colored by natural dyes, 
made from juice extracted from vegetables and fruits, for instance, 
pomegranate. 

Cotton handicrafts include sofa cushions, pillowcases, tablecloths, 
cotton blankets and purses. Grey shirts made of Nepalese cloth dark 
blue and brown stripes catch the eye. 

“Almost all the female customers are fascinated by these cute fruits,” 
says manager Wang Zhengyi. 

Handmade cotton apples, bananas, cabbages and tomatoes sit on a 
shelf. Necklaces of stone beads are displayed on the wall opposite the 
fruits. The fantastic shapes of bamboo tubes, joint and roots makes for 
elegant pen containers or flower vases. Bat-shaped ornaments hang up 
side on the wall. In Chinese, “bat” 0Mgi§) and “fortune” (4D) share the 
same pronunciation “fu”. Thus, traditionally, a bat is a symbol of fortune 
and blessing. 

Add: Third Floor, Beijing Hi-tech Convention & Exhibition Center , 
48 Xisanhuan Lu. Open: 10 am- 10 pm. Tel: 6216-1655. 


Hanky Store Brings Out Inner Child 


By Li Dan 

W hen I was very young, 
my mother used to 
place a handkerchief 
in my pocket before school. It 
was always fresh, clean and fra- 
grant. The handkerchiefs seem 
to slowly fade from memory in 
favor of paper towels. 

But I miss the soft and sweet 
feeling it gave me when I was 
young. Try to imagine, before 
work in the morning, someone 
loving putting a clean handker- 
chief with a sweet scent in your 
pocket. Somehow, the day seems 
lighter. 

Finding handkerchiefs in our 
paper napkin age has proven 
not so easy, although I have 
tried. Then I found Jiangsu Bai- 
hua in Oriental Plaza. 

The store has four main 
categories: man, woman, young 
girl and baby, explains owner 
Xie Qiangguo. They are priced 
3-60 yuan. The smallest hand- 
kerchiefs are no bigger than the 
palm of an adult hand. 

“The baby handkerchiefs 
have become young mothers’ 
favorites when shopping,” said 
Xie. “Our babies like making 
‘bubbles’ every day which finds 
moms always in a mess.” 

He suggests mothers buy 
about a dozen baby handker- 
chiefs. 

“Our products are of amazing 
cartoons and colors to catch the 
babies’ attention. Also they’ll be- 



come something to copy when 
baby learns to paint.” 

Indeed, apart from young 
girl’s handkerchief, baby ker- 
chiefs are the second best sell- 
ers in the store. Xie argues his 
handkerchiefs are environmen- 
tally friendly, although others 
might argue washing them in- 
volves phosphorus powder and 
plentiful water. 

“The handkerchief is not en- 
vironmentally polluting like a 
paper towel made from thou- 
sands of trees,” he said. 

Add: Jiansu Baihua (£n$ 
IF^fc), 1 Dongchang’an Avenue, 
Oriental Plaza Underground 
Shopping Mall, BB28. 

Open: 9:30 am-9:30 pm. 

Tel: 8518-6142. 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m±: 1 7 107-109 £ 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
feiS: 68313388 $$ 57107-57109 88371521 68342761 Wz&A: 
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HI BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company * 


A well-known professioned company 
We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
FAX:88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 
E-mail: pieere@sina.com 




IConicaiin'ni Konica 7045 



Konica 7045 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

DIGITAL INPUT/OUTPUT STATION 


*600 X 600dpi fcB 

: 3.9 
90 

*32MB E-RDH 

KEY FEATURES: 

> 45 cpm/ppm 

> 600 X 600 dpi for Input & Output 

> Graphic User Interface 

> FCOT:3.9 Seconds 

> WUT:Less than 90 Seconds 

> 32MB Standard Memory E-RDH 


BEIJING ZH0NG0ING KONICA PRODUCTS AGENT C0..LTD 


Tel: 63465432 63464797 MP:13901151799 63448206 Post:100054 

Add: Room 3A407,Pengrun Jia\uan®i®@),Caihuying Cloverleaf Junction, Fengtai District, Beijing, China 


Photo by Chen Shuyi 
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Registration Number 
Hottest Ticket in Town 


The Only Way is Up 

Residential and Retail 
Market Review Outlook 


A 


By Wang Dandan 

Britney Spears is coming to 
Beijing. Or perhaps it’s Wang Fei? 
The long line outside the sales office 
suggests at least the Eagles must be 
coming to Worker’s Stadium. 

During research for another sto- 
ry, a Beijing Today reporter stum- 
bled across this strange real estate 
phenomenon. It is known in Chinese 
as “apartment grab” 

That is to say, when an apart- 
ment complex opens, buyers line up 
outside the sales office to buy a reg- 
istration number, that is the first 
stake in owning an apartment. It is 
rumored some even hire a third per- 
son to wait outside overnight. 

This surprised Beijing Today. 
Apartments are not cabbages, after 
all. 

To get a cheap one, you wouldn’t 
expect people to line up in the fall 
(when they are famously cheap in 
Beijing). Perhaps Beijingers are so 
rich they just don’t know how to 
spend their money wisely. 

Or perhaps these apartments 
are truly amazing bargains. Or per- 
haps Britney Spears is coming to 
Beijing. Whatever. An investigation 
was called for. 

Sleuth begins digging 

Pretending to be a buyer, the re- 
porter returned to dig. In real estate, 
it transpires this practice is quite 
common and is actually a kind of 
risk-free speculation. 

Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained, as the saying goes. These 
insider operations may not neces- 
sarily break the law, but they cer- 
tainly challenge the market rules. 
The “apartment grab” lines princi- 
pally come about for three reasons: 
First and most obviously, the 
apartment complex is in a good lo- 
cation, earning worthy plaudits and 
clearly of a satisfactory design. In 
other words, the place has potential. 


Second, some buyers, who 
do not aim to live in the 
apartments, buy a registra- 
tion number at the sales of- 
fice with a plan to re-sell the 
registration, later at a prof- 
it. 

That is because at the 
time when registration 
numbers are issued - 
before the sales cer- 
tificate is issued - 
apartments are usu- 
ally relatively cheap- 
er. 

The buyers contact 
the sales people to find 
out when the registra- 
tion numbers will go up 
for sale and buy them 
on the day. After the 
sales license is ap- 
proved, buyers can sell 
the registration number 
on to a new owner at a 
high price. 

Third, apartment sales peo- 
ple buy up registration numbers. 
Generally, there is a grace period 
granted by the developer to their 
staff to buy apartments. 

That is to say, sales people can 
take advantage of this period to buy 
registration for apartments with a 
good design and location. A typical 
deposit for a registration number is 
30,000 yuan. 

Thus a salesman who has 100,000 
yuan can buy three registration num- 
bers for apartments in the best loca- 
tion. Then when a customer wants 
to buy this apartment, the salesman 
can make a nice extra profit out of 
selling the registration number to 
the customer. 

The salesman personally profits 
from the deal and the profits are 
much higher than his meager sala- 
ry. 

And if nobody buys, the salesman 



can get back his deposit from the de- 
veloper and suffer no losses at all. 
Speculators profit 

As salespeople catch on to the ac- 
tivity, the speculation worsens and 
the apartment pricing becomes in- 
creasingly warped. 

Because of this profiteering, some 
developers are trying to restrict the 
buying and selling of registration 
numbers. 

Grabbing apartments is becom- 
ing one of the biggest games in town 
on the Beijing real estate market. 

So nowadays even before a proj- 
ect officially starts to sell, no good 
apartments can be found. If a buyer 
wants to buy a good apartment, he 
must haggle with the speculators 
mentioned above. 

Lawyer speaks 

“It is not exactly shock news in the 
Beijing real estate market that people 
buy up registration numbers and then 


sell them on,” says Lei Qinping, a law- 
yer with Beijing Deqin Law Firm. 

“It’s something that needs to be 
regulated, especially if this specula- 
tion increases the risks of buying. 

“Regulations should introduce an 
element of risk into these adven- 
tures, removing risk-free deposits.” 

For example, if a buyer of a regis- 
tration number doesn’t buy the apart- 
ment, the developer should retain a 
certain percentage of the deposit. 

“As for salespeople who take ad- 
vantage of their position to buy up 
registration numbers for apartments 
with a good location, it is necessary 
for the company to enforce its own 
regulations.” 

If a salesman is caught, the de- 
veloper should give him salary dis- 
missal. 

“However, this is only the penalty. 
The company should prevent this activ- 
ity from occurring in the first place.” 


Property Management Company 
Not Responsible for Burgled Apartments 


By Hydie 

A Dear editor: 

My house was 
burgled several 
days ago and 
when I asked for 
compensation from a property 
management company, they re- 
fused. 

As I have paid property man- 
agement fees, does it mean I have 
a contract relationship with the 
company and he has to compen- 
sate for the loss? Bob 


Dear Bob: 

The property management 
company should arrange securi- 
ty guards to patrol the blocks. 
Legally speaking, even if there 
is a guard, the property manage- 
ment company is not responsi- 
ble for the burgled apartments. 
There were cases last year in 
Beijing when customers sued the 
property management company 
for losses from burgled apart- 
ments, but lost in the end. 


it 






Developer Rolls Out Carpet Measure 
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By Wang Dandan 

For the first time in Beijing, 
a developer has decided to sell 
apartments by carpet area, not 
construction area. 

Fengshang International 
seeks to avoid the disputes 
caused by misunderstandings be- 
tween buyers and developers 
about apartment areas and make 
clear the real apartment area. 

As early as 1996, Beijing is- 
sued the Notice on Selling Apart- 
ment by Carpet Area, ordering 
developers not to sell apartments 
by construction area. 

But developers refused to fol- 
low the notice. The reason is sim- 
ple. If the apartment is sold by 
carpet area, it is difficult to take 
account of communal areas. 

Whereas if sold by construc- 
tion area, the developer can in- 


Pictures by Xie Feng 


elude this shared area and profit 
from the total tally. 

For buyers it might seem con- 
fusing to be given three figures 
for their apartment: the construc- 
tion area, the carpet area and 
the shared area. Thus develop- 
ers stick to selling apartments 
by construction area. 

Developers in Guangdong, 
Shanghai and Chongqing already 
tried out the carpet approach 
with favorable results. 

Buyers can do the math them- 
selves. If the numbers don’t add 
up, the buyer can raise the issue 
with the developer. 

Although it’s a useful mea- 
sure, it still gives rise to other 
problems. For example, the buyer 
may wish to pay a property man- 
agement fee measured by carpet 
area, not the construction area. 


By Wang Dandan 

Jinyuanzhuang Apartment Complex will on Sunday auction 115 apart- 
ments to be bought with bank assistance. 

Jinyuanzhuang Apartments were also auctioned on March 30. But pay- 
ment could be made in cash, without bank loans. Only 23 new apartments 
out of 138 were sold. 

After a month of operations, Beijing Auction Online Company finally re- 
ceived the assistance of the Construction Bank of China. The bank will offer 
loans to buyers who buy auctioned apartments. The company is also work- 
ing on introducing more apartments for auction. 


Beijing By Liu Wenlong 

The influx of multinational compa- 
nies is expected to accelerate in the 
coming years after WTO and winning 
Apartment the 2008 Olympic bid. Infrastructure, 
urban renewal and high-tech projects as well as envi- 
ronmentally-friendly schemes should attract profes- 
sionals and expatriates into China. 

Demand for Grade A offices and high-end resi- 
dences should thus be stimulated. It is widely antici- 
pated more multinational companies will move into 
Beijing and assist in driving up demand in the real 
estate market in 2002. 

Since the beginning of 2001, the implementation 
of tax reductions of over 50 percent on rental income 
for landlords has stimulated investment in the resi- 
dential market. Wealthy Chinese and expatri- 
ates actively sought out luxury residences. 

The result is leasing activity has increased, 
especially in the service apartment sector. 
Meanwhile, there is growing interest from for- 
eigners in purchasing prime apartments av- 
eraging 150 square meters in Chaoyang 
district. 

Landlords continue to offer competitive 
rental packages including club member- 
ship and utilities to attract tenants to 
the luxury residential market. Chaoy- 
ang district remained popular and en- 
joyed a stable client base and rental 
level. 

High-end apartments/villas with 
two bedrooms were popular in Chaoy- 
ang and Shunyi districts. Overall vacancy rates in 
high-end apartments and villas declined from 20% in 
2000 to 10% in 2001. 

China World Apartments, Lee Garden and Lido 
Apartments, in particular, showed substantial de- 
creases in vacancy. 

New supply for the sale and lease of luxury apart- 
ments and villas to foreigners in 2001 and 2002 is 
estimated at 4,653 units. The majority — 70 percent 
— are located in Chaoyang. 

Average monthly rents for economy apartments 
remained stable at US$14.1 (RMB117) per square 
meter, middle US$19.6 (RMB163) per square meters 
and luxury US$27.0 (RMB224) per square meter in 
2001. 

Middle-end villas achieved monthly rents of 
US$18.8 (RMB156) per square meter and high end 
stood at US$26.9 (RMB223) per square meter. There 
was a growing demand for top quality service apart- 
ments from expatriates and wealthy Chinese fami- 
lies. 

Consequently, average monthly rents for top ser- 
vice apartments escalated to US$28.0 (RMB232) per 
square meter in 2001. Average prices for prime res- 
idences stabilized at US$1,600 (RMB13, 280) per 
square meter in 2001. In Chaoyang, prices for pres- 
tige apartments/villas topped US$2,000 (RMB16, 
600) per square meter. 

During 2001, demand for retail space mainly 
came from supermarkets, hypermarkets, food and 
beverage, entertainment, pharmacy, home furnish- 
ings and fashion. Hypermarkets such as Trust Mart, 
Hualian, Wal-Mart and PriceSmart have all com- 
mitted space. 

Total retail supply in 2001 reached a historic high 
of 629,397 square meters. The largest development 
was Shining World (220,000 square meters) on Li- 
angguang Lu. 

Total department store stock in 2001 was 
821,075 square meters. New department stores in- 
cluded the Pacific Department Store (47,000 square 
meter) in Pacific Century Place, Pretty Shopping 
Center and Home Furnishings (22,000 square me- 
ters) in Sunshine Plaza, and Ito-Yokado (21,000 
square meters) in Qianhe Homeland of the Asian 
Games Village. 

More international upmarket retailers will open 
shops in Beijing. Increasingly, prime retail property 
will need to be of excellent quality and provide more 
comprehensive amenities to attract tenants. Retail 
premises in demand will be those in a good location 
with excellent interior design and professional prop- 
erty management. 

However, there are only few retail premises in 
Beijing up to this standard: the Palace Hotel and 
China World Shopping Mall, for example. 



“HOUSING” welcomes your feedback: What kind of difficul- 
ties do you encounter when looking for housing in Beijing? What kind 
of information do you need? With what can we help you? Our e-mail: 
housing@ynet.com Tel:6590-2522 Fax: 6590-2525 
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By Wang Dandan 

A reader faxed Beijing Today to say he is now 
annoyed about an apartment he bought several 
months ago. According to the contract, Lai Bin, 
the reader, should have moved into the apart- 

Legal Aid ment by the end of last year. 

However, as the bank loan was still not grant- 
ed, he still can’t move into his new apartment. 

Buyer: developer error 

The developer introduced Lai to the real estate agency and the 
developer should be responsible for the loss. Lai signed a contract 
with a developer last October and bought an apartment of 100 
square meters. 

As Lai needs a bank loan, the developer introduced a real es- 
tate agency, authorized by the developer, to be responsible for 
helping Lai obtain a bank loan. The developer paid a commission 
to the agency. 

Lai then gave all the documents to the agency to obtain the 
loan. However, by April, the loan had still not been approved and 
some documents had been lost by the agency. 

When Lai finally obtained the loan at the beginning of May, he 
was informed by the developer he should pay a property manage- 
ment fee from February this year. Lai didn’t agree. 

“It was the delay of the loan which delayed my moving into the 


new apartment,” he said. “And it is the developer who paid com- 
mission to the real estate agency. 

When there is a problem, it is the agency and the developer 
who should discuss how to resolve it.” 

Developer: buyer error 

The developer argues they delivered the apartment on time, 
and the delay moving into the new apartment is not the develop- 
er’s responsibility. 

Only when all the documents are approved, including the bank 
loan, can the developer accept the moving-in notice of the buyer. 

It is Lai and the agency who should expedite the loan approval, 
not the developer, said the developer. 

Then why from February should Lai pay the property manage- 
ment fee? 

According to the developer, as they delivered the apartment on 
time by the end of last year, for more than 40 days the developer 
paid the property management fees. From February all buyers 
- not only Lai - should pay the property management fee them- 
selves. 

Lawyer: agent error 

Lai should pay the fee from February. It is not developer’s mis- 
take such as not delivering the apartment on time. 

The problems happened with the real estate agency and Lai 
can sue the real estate agency for compensation. 
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The Merchant of Venice 
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Peking Opera 

Farewell My Concubine, Monkey 
King Playing Tricks on Six Thieves. 
Where: Zheng Yi Ci Temple Opera 
House. When: 7:30pm. Tel: 1362 
1195714 (English service). E-mail: 
beij ingopera@yahoo. com 
Drama: The Merchant of 
Venice 

By British Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany Drama Troupe. The RSC is one 
of the world’s best-known theatre en- 
sembles. A fascinating study of justice, 
mercy and devotion, The Merchant of 
Venice is one of Shakespeare’s most 
famous plays. This features Loveday 
Ingram in her directorial debut, and 
acclaimed actor Ian Bartholomew as 
the lead character Shylock. Where: 
Poly Theater, 14 Dongzhimen Nanda- 
jie. When: May 23-26, 7:30pm. Admis- 
sion: 80-600 yuan, 1000 yuan VIP. Tel: 
6403-1613,6406-8888. 


tea 


Indian Food Promotion 

Guest chef Richard R. from Bom- 
bay presents Indian dishes, such 
as chicken badami kashmiri, fish 
Punjabi, mango cassi, paneer tikka, 
tandoori gobi. Where: Cafe Renais- 
sance, 7F Jing Guang New World 
Hotel. When: May 20-31. Fee: 88 
yuan per person for lunch and 98 
yuan for dinner. Tel: 6597-8888. 
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Great Wall Spur Wall Walk 

Degree of difficulty: 3+. Where: 
Huairou County, north of Beijing. 
When: May 19. Route: It is actually 
a spur of the main Great Wall. Start 
from a valley followed by open trail 
up the Wall. The high point is a per- 
fect lunch spot. After about an hour, 
get off and take one of the trails 
down the mountain. How to join: 
E-mail bjhikers@yahoo.co.uk 
Camp Adventure 

Sponsored by the American Em- 
ployees Association and Western 
Academy of Beijing, open to all ex- 
pats kids, 4-12 years old. Register 
now. When: July 1 - August 9. 
Tel: 6532-3431 ext. 5094. E-mail: 
aeabeij@eastnet.com.cn 




Friday Cloudy 

May 17 Max: 25C. Min: 15C. 


Saturday 
May 18 

Clear 

Max: 29C. Min: 17C. 


Sunday 
May 19 

Clear to cloudy 
Max:29C.Min: 17C. 


Monday /v 
May 20 

Cloudy to overcast, 
light rain 
Max: 28C. Min: 16C. 


Tuesday 
May 21 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 27C. Min:15C. 


Wednesday 
May 22 

Cloudy to overcast 
Max: 25C. Min: 17C. 


Thursday 
May 23 

Cloudy 

Max: 25C.Min: 17C. 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employ- 
ment, language exchange and 
accommodation info for individ- 
uals. Feel free to email us at 
bjtodayinfo @ ynet.com or call 
65902520. By Priscilla / Lydia 



Soprano: Janice Ji 


Soprano Janice Jackson -The Song’s 
Progress 

Graduated from the University of Vic- 
toria (Canada) in 1986, Jackson continued 
her studies at the Utrecht Conservatoire. 
She has performed more than 70 world pre- 
mieres, many written specifically for her, 
such as Traveling. Her latest solo concert 
“Out There and Beyond” consists of true vo- 
cal acrobatic works to pure theater. Program: 
Arias from Porgy and Bess , Ludions, Sum- 
moning Dawn — the Rubythroated Dream- 
ing, Lautre face, Private Collection, Ce que 
vit Kenjeke depuis la colline de Khabara- 
vosk, Child’s Play. Where: Forbidden City 
Concert Hall, Zhongshan Park. When: May 
19, 7:30pm. Admission: 30-280 yuan. Tel: 
6559-8306, 6559-8308. 

2002 Gateway to Music Series 

Classical Wind and Percussion Chinese 
Concert, by Chinese Music Orchestra of 
China Opera House and Dance Ensemble. 
Instruments: flute, suona, bawu. Program: 
Herdsmen’s New Song, Fishing Tune, Tiger 
Sharpening its Teeth. Where: Forbidden 


City Concert Hall, Zhongshan Park. When: 
May 19, 2pm. Admission: 10-60 yuan. Tel: 
6559-8285. 

Experience Classics Series IV 

Where: Forbidden City Concert Hall, 
Zhongshan Park. When: May 22, 23, 7 :30pm. 
Admission: 50-500 yuan. Tel: 6559-8285. 
Music at Get Lucky 

Concert organized by Heavy Rock Mag- 
azine & Anniversary Activity of Ming Jie 
Band. When: May 18. Heavy Music Festi- 
val. Bands: Bing Yong, Ye Yang Guan Tou, 
Zhou Cheng, CMCB. When: May 24. Band: 
Zhan Fu. When: May 25. Where: Get Lucky 
Bar, east of the south gate of Dui Wai Jiang- 
mao. Tel: 6429-9109. 

Music at CD Cafe 

Bands: Clear, Sick Doctor, Zhou Fenglin 
Where: CD Cafe, Dongsanhuanlu, Cha- 
oyang District. When: May 23, 9pm. Tel: 
1301 1886112. Web: www.ddup.net 

Colorized Rhino, Convenience Store, Can- 
dy Gun 0: May 24. Brain Failure, The End of 
the World, Moppet. When: May 26. Where: 
CD Cafe. Tel: 6501-8877 ext. 3032. 

Music at the Youxi Bar 

Six bands from home and abroad live per- 
formance. Where: 19 Anjialou, Liangmaq- 
iaolu, 1km east of the Lufthansa Shopping 
City, in an alley on the north side of the road. 
When: May 18, evening. Tel: 8456-2899. 

Cui Jian Talks about Chinese Rock 
Music 

Cui Jian, “father of Chinese rock”, will 
show up at the CD Cafe to meet expatriates 
in Beijing. He will talk about his past 
and present, as well as his and others’ Chi- 
nese rock music. Where: CD Cafe, Dong- 
sanhuanlu, Chaoyang District. When: May 
22, 7-9pm. Admission: free. Tel: 8462-2081, 
1350 1035145. 
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Feelings of Old Beijing 

Water & ink paintings, engravings and 
wood sculptures show the scenery of the For- 
bidden City, old hutongs, courtyards, gardens 
and architecture. Where: Hualai Gallery, 
74 Donghuamen Dajie, Dongcheng District. 
When: May 18-21, l-9pm. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 6523-8128. 

Solo Exhibition by Xue 
Liang 

Xue is good at landscape 
and flower-and-bird genre 
paintings. Because of his tra- 
ditional painting technique, 
his literary accomplishments 
and his sense of beauty, he is 
acclaimed as the “Genius of Ji- 
angnan”. His works are full 
of spirituality and imagina- 
tion. Where: West Exhibition 
Hall of Wan Fung Gallery, 136 
Nanchizi Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. When: May 18-28, 

9am-5pm. Admission: free. 

Tel: 6523-3320. 

Abstract Oil Paintings 

By Bo Yun, Zhang Jianbo. Bo Yun is good 
at explaining traditional things by mod- 
ern installation art. Zhang’s works are full 
of sharp-compared colors. Where: Creation 
Gallery, north exit of Ritan Donglu, Cha- 
oyang District. When: May 17-23, 10am- 
7pm. Opening reception: May 17, 3-6pm. 
Admission: free. Tel: 6506-7570. 

Solo Exhibition by Liu Fuchun 

Where: 2F, East Gallery, Deshengmen 
Watchtower, Bei’erhuanlu, Xicheng District. 
When: May 18- June 31, 

9am-5pm (Closed on Mon.) 

Admission: 2 yuan. Tel: 

8201-4962. 

Kuwait Plastics Arts 
Exhibition 

Where: International 
Art Palace, 48 Wangfujing 
Dajie, Dongcheng District. 

When: May 17-29, 9am- 
6pm. Admission: free. 

Tel: 6513-3388 ext. 

1207/8. 






Sports 


Latinos - Beijing’s Big New Salsa Club 

With music every night, food (mainly Latin 
and Italian dishes) available at all times and 
two drinks for the price of one from 6-8 pm ev- 
ery day. Latin drinks: Cuban mojitos, Brazil- 
ian caipirinhas, Mexican tequila or their own 
special: La Bomba. Add: entrance to Cha- 
oyang Park’s bar street, next 
to the Big Easy. Open: 11am 
till late. Tel: 6507-9898. Web: 
www.latinoschina.com E-mail: 
info@latinoschina.com 
Palm Springs Cup 10K Run 

Organized by Palm Springs 
International Apartment and 
Chaoyang Park, this running 
activity is only for expats in 
Beijing. Also post race breakfast, 
goodie bags. Where: Chaoyang 
Park, 1 Nongzhanguan Nanlu, 

Chaoyang District. When: May 
25, assembling time: 7-7:45am; 



Collections Exhibition 

Chinese paintings collected by the New 
Art Center in recent years. Where: New Art 
Center, 136 Nanchizi Dajie, Dongcheng Dis- 
trict. When: till May 31, 9am-5pm. Admis- 
sion: free. Tel: 6528-9103. 

Scenery of Old Beijing & 
Present Beijing — Old and 
Present Photos Exhibition 
Where: Modern Hall, IF, 
Chinese Millennium Monu- 
ment Museum. When: till June 
10. Tel: 6851- 3322 ext. 6808. 
Lin Tianmiao New Works: 
Focus 

Lin’s latest work is the “Fo- 
cus” series, a haunting series of 
headshots, 1.8m high, covered 
with Lin’s signature materials 
of cotton balls, human hair, and 
braided twine. One of China’s 
most better-known contempo- 
rary woman artists, Lin resid- 
ed in New York City for 10 
years and now lives and works 
in Beijing. Where: Courtyard 
Gallery, 95 Donghuamen Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. When: May 19- July 31. Opening re- 
ception: May 19, 2-5pm. Admission: free. Tel: 
6526-8882. Web: www.courtyard-gallery.com 
Future on Science 

This is an exhibition for the high-tech 
expo in May. Five parts of this exhibition — 
exhibition boards, models exhibition, scenery 
exhibition, seven theme days during the ex- 
hibition, and lectures. Where: Chinese Mil- 
lennium Monument, A9 Fuxinglu, Haidian 
District. When: May 18-24. 
Tel: 6851-3322 ext. 6808. 
Breath of World — Yi Bin 
& Zeng Hui’s Painting 
Exhibition 

Where: New Millenni- 
um Art Gallery, Diyang 
Tower, Dongsanhuan Bei- 
lu, Chaoyang District. 
When: May 18-28, 9am- 
7pm. Admission: free. Tel: 
8453-6193, 1391 1166261. 


Community Cup 2002 



start time: 8am at car park in front of the Big 
Easy. Deadline for registration: May 22. Limit- 
ed to 500 runners only. Prizes: 1st: prize: 1,000 
yuan, trophy; 2nd: 500 yuan and trophy; 3nd: 
300 yuan and trophy. Best creative costumes 
team: trophy and other prizes. Best couple: tro- 
phy and other prizes. Fee: 50 yuan each. Tel: 
6532-5511 ext. 201 (Jackie Yu). 
2002 Community Cup Foot- 
ball Tournament 

The participating teams are 
decided, as Ogilvy & Mather, 
Irish Team, Sexy FC, Italian 
Team, Price Waterhouse Coo- 
pers, Evolution Gym, Grey 
Worldwide, Xianzai (China), 
Schnieder, Freshfields, Kerr Mc- 
Gee and maybe more. Where: 
Purple Jade Villas, Chaoyang 
District. When: May 26. Tel: 
8404-3691, 1368 3098784. 



of the five movies of the couple Rosselli- 
ni-Bergman, and the first of the so-called 
“trilogy of loneliness”, it aroused con- 
troversy and scandal. Directed by Rob- 
ert Rossellini, 1949. Italian with French 
subtitles. Where: Cultural Office of the 
Italian Embassy, 2 Sanlitun Dong’er jie. 
When: May 23, 7pm. Admission: free. 
Tel: 6532-2187. 


100 Times (Yi Bai Ge) 

Directed by Teng Huatao, 2002, 90 
minutes, starring Cui Lin, Chi Jia, Fu 
Biao. With English subtitles. Two ordi- 
nary boys decide to pay a great price to 
achieve a great goal. Their only dream 
was to become police officers. They take 
the examination, but are unsuccessful. 
One of their hutong neighbors tells them 
if they can catch 100 thieves the police 
would surely want them on the force. 
And that’s when they begin to learn 
about failure and commitment. Where: 
Cherry Lane Movies, 40 Liangmaqiaolu. 
When: May 24, 8pm. Admission: 50 
yuan. Tel: 6461-5318/9. 

Watching & Talking 

Discussion with Chen Danqing 
about the movie, Wood Shoes Tree. 
Where: The Loft, 4 Gongtibeilu, Chaoy- 
ang District. When: May 19, 7-9pm. 
The seminar begins from 9pm. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 6501-7501. 
Stromboli, terra di Dio 
(Stromboli) 

Karen (Ingrid Bergman), a young 
woman from the Baltic countries mar- 
ries fisherman Antonio to escape from a 
detention camp. But she can’t conform 
to a life of seclusion in Antonio’s village, 
Stromboli, an island in the Mediterra- 
nean threatened by a volcano. The first 


Parties 



Breaking the Waves 

Directed by Lars von Trier, 1996, 159 
minutes. Starring Emily Watson, Stel- 
lan Skarsgard, Katrin Cartlidge. Danish 
film director Lars von Trier makes deep- 
ly personal and technically brilliant films 
with an international appeal. Breaking 
the Waves is a compulsive melodrama 
that received both public and critical ac- 
claim, whose main elements are sex and 
religion. Where: Firenze, beside the south 
gate of Ritan Park, go north from the 
Yong’anli Subway Station. When: May 
19. Admission: free. Tel: 8526-6308. 




The Moving Cheese — First 
Cheese Party In 2002 

Includes premiere of 
first cheese film Made In 
China from 9pm. Tech floor: 

DJ Michael Fresh (Swiss), 

DJ De La Bass (Swiss), DJ 
Yang Bing (China). Lounge 
floor: DJ Weng Weng (Chi- 
na), DJ You Dai (China), M 
Selektor (France) 

Where: Firenze Bar, 
south gate of Ritan Park. When: 
May 18. Admission: 30 yuan. Tel: 
8562-2308, 8562-2309. 
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Romantic May Night 

D J Charles Siegling is known as “the 
most intelligent DJ”, and he is the co- 


Book-collection 



operative partner of Technasia in Eu- 
rope. He has made a remix for electric 
music, combining minimal techno and 
funky house. Where: Neo Lounge (99), 
99 Xingfuyicun Zhonglu, go north from 
Vogue, around the comer, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. When: May 18, lOpm-May 19. 
Young Professionals Happy Hour 
Cocktail Tasting. All cocktails are 
based on Rougemont juices. Sixteen 
different mixes and cocktails and peo- 
ple can choose 10 to drink. Food avail- 
able. Where: Hidden Tree, 
South Sanlitun Bar Street. 
When: May 22, from 6:30pm. 
Admission: 125 yuan, 150 
yuan at the door. (Hidden 
Tree). Tel: 6509-3642. 
Professional Women Net- 
working Luncheon 

SOS International will 
host this month’s activity. Dr. 

Catherine Hsu will conduct 
a presentation on how stress affects 
our lives and provide simple tips on 
how we can make our lives a little less 
stressful. English language. Make a 
reservation first. 

Where: Capital Club, 50F Capital 
Mansion, 6 Xinyuan Nanlu, Chaoyang 
District. When: May 24, 12pm. Admis- 
sion: 50 yuan each. Tel: 8486-2225. 
Latin Party in Three Level Boat 
DJ of Latin music. Tropical drinks: 
mojitos, Cuba libres, jose cuervo te- 
quila shooters and beer (10 yuan). 
Where: Harbor Boat in the Beijing 
Canal (across the street from Schiller’s 
2). When: May 31. Tel: 1366 1216354 
(Joey). 


collector cards. The painters are on the 
spot to sign their names for the buyers. 
They can also obtain a set of video CDs 
for these operas. Where: Beijing Jingu 
Cultural Bookstore, Keyuan Book City, 
15 Fuxinglu, west of the CCTV Tower, 
Gongzhufen. When: May 17-19. Tel: 
6852-2990, 1390 1151226. 


For Forgotten Commemoration 
— Eight Model Revolutionary Op- 
era Cartoons on Sale 

1,000 sets of children’s picture-sto- 
ry books of the eight model operas: 
White Haired Girl, Red Detachment of 
Women, The Red Lantern with Xuan 
paper, and with 24 2,800 yuan books of 
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Lecture on Taoism and its classic “Tao Te Ching” 

The book was written over 2,000 years ago and contains wisdom and in- 
sight into life, human relationships, government and universal wisdom. It re- 
mains as relevant today as when it was written. The English-language lecture 
will be hosted by Xu Kangsheng, 64, professor of the Philosophy Department 
of Beijing University. He specializes in Lao Zi. Where: Bamboo Garden Hotel, 
south of Gulou Dajie Subway Station. When: May 26, 2:30-5pm. Admission: 
40 yuan. Tel: 8462-2081, 1350 1035145. 
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Gaudy advertising adorns the time-honored silk shop 


Photos by Zhao Shiyu 


By Jiang Zhong 

S hops and restaurants with 
a history of over 100 years 
in Beijing somehow have 
managed to avoid the tragic fate of 
many of the city’s ancient temples. 

The secret? They offered pop- 
ular and useful goods or dishes 
that proved indispensable over the 
years. 

The ancient emperors honored 
their exclusive suppliers. Those 
shops outside the Forbidden City 
who earned appointments to the 
emperor enjoyed obvious advan- 
tages over their competitors. 

But at the same time, their 
family risked slaughter if the em- 
perors were enraged by a shoddy 
product. Sometimes the emperors 
forgave when a dodgy product ar- 
rived. But sometimes, they were 
not so forgiving...with dire conse- 
quences for the owner. 

After 1949, rather than de- 
stroyed them, the People’s Govern- 
ment honored these famous shops 
and restaurants as “China’s Time- 
Honored Brands”. VIPs frequent- 
ed these shops and restaurants. 
Most are scattered along the alleys 
around Da Shi La and Qianmen. 

All feature a name board, the 
calligraphy of imperial VIPs hang- 
ing over the doors and a gov- 
ernment-issued bronze plaque. 
Certain employees of the shops 
or restaurants are responsible for 
burnishing the bronze plaque dai- 
ly. Certification from the govern- 
ment has, and will, guarantee their 
success in the modem market. 

There are 12 such shops or res- 
taurants around Qianmen. Careful 
tourists might spot the ‘time-hon- 
ored brands’ if they notice bold cal- 
ligraphy. Some shops also try to 
fake an imperial connection and so 
it’s helpful to know the list of time- 
honored brands in advance of your 
day trip. 

A visit to these time-honored 
shops or restaurants should be a 
must for a tour of Da Shi La. How- 
ever, don’t miss out on the fakers 
either. 

Red Lights and Rickshaws 

The En Yuan Ju (SteS) Mus- 
lim Restaurant, also with its name 
carved on a plaque over the door, 
has stood in Beijing for over 100 
years. 

Zheng Shuliang, owner of the 
restaurant, inherited nothing more 
than the buildings and the menu 
from the old restaurant. Zheng 
Shuliang, owner of the restaurant, 
inherited nothing more than the 
buildings and the menu from the 
old restaurant. His limited knowl- 
edge of the history is as follows: 
Two brothers Zi moved the res- 
taurant from Hejian, Hebei Prov- 
ince to Beijing some 100 years ago. 
At first, it served as a brothel for 
visitors to the Da Li Hutong (al- 
ley), one of eight famous red-light 
districts of old Beijing. In January 
1956, the restaurant moved to its 
current location: No. 120, Mei Shi 
Jie, a quiet alley at Da Shi La. 

Li Yunfu, 81, has been visiting 
the restaurant for 66 years and he 
has got the good stuff. 

“In old Beijing, rickshaw driv- 
ers usually gathered at Da Shi La, 
because this district featured the 
largest number of shops, restau- 
rants and whorehouses,” said Li. 

“And En Yuan Ju was always 
the lunch hangout. Chaoge da (fe!) 
'j gflf fried flour ball with mutton 
slices) was their favorite. They 
thought that the hard flour ball 
was a great help for building up a 
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strong body.” 

But rickshaw drivers back then 
of course were never allowed to 
have a meal in the restaurant be- 
cause of their humble status. 

“They wouldn’t have wanted 
to have lunch in the restaurant 
anyway,” Li said. “My father usu- 
ally took me to the restaurant for 
lunch. I saw the drivers squatting 
down on the ground with big dish- 
es of chao ge da in hand.” 

Rickshaws used to line the 
street outside the restaurant, he 


said. “Soy sauce and vinegar were 
added in exaggerated amounts to 
stimulate their juices and their 
appetite that had been so com- 
promised by their overwhelming 
fatigue.” 

“When a guest arrived, they 
had to eat up their meal as fast as 
possible. It might be more proper 
to say they ‘drank’ their meal. In 
minutes, the dishes were empty.” 

“He left the dish where he 
had been eating where he also 
left money for the dish. The wait- 


ers would take the dish 
back with the coppers,” 
said Li, then began fill- 
ing his mouth with a 
spoonful of flour balls. 

Shao mai a steamed 

dumpling with dough gathered 
at the top) is another Beijing fa- 
vorite. 

Dumpling Destination 

Du Yi Chu (fp— &h) Restau- 
rant standing at 36 Qianmen Da- 
jie has served shao mai for some 
250 years. 

The Emperor Qianlong 
once returned to Beijing 
after a secret inspection of 
Tongzhou County on the 
spring festival eve of 1753. Hungry, 
he tried to find a restaurant for sup- 
per. He searched around the Qian- 
men area only to find the Wang 
restaurant open. The dishes didn’t 
disappoint him. He later titled the 
restaurant “Du Yi Chu” (the only 
restaurant in the capital open on 
spring festival eve). 

Teashops 

People of old Beijing 
drank tea after each 
meal and so teashops 
take up a large section of time- 
honored brands. Zhang Yi Yuan 
Gjx — it) Teashop offers an ideal 
place for learning about Beijing 
tea culture. 

Threading through the crowds 
on the first floor, shop assistants 
with hair covered by green 
tea particles catch the eye. 

A booth on the second 
floor blocks out the noise. 


Tea sets adorn the booth. 

Look out of the old 
fashioned window to the 
busy crowds and gaudy 

old buildings below. The 
tea here will not compro- 
mise a merry mood. 
Other attractions 
Other time-honored 
brands like Quan Ju De (roast 
duck), Tong Ren Tang (drugstore), 
Nei Lian Sheng (shoe 
store), Rui Fu Xiang and 
Qian Xiang Yi (silk shop) 

are also worth a short 

visit. 

The Guang De Lou Opera The- 
atre opposite Nei Lian 
Sheng offers Peking Op- 
era performances, an 
amazing end to one-day 
tour of Da Shi La. 

Not a native brand of Beijing, 
Tian Jin Gou Bu Li also 
sells hao zi ('SrP steamed 
stuffed buns) on the street. 

Try buns here if the chao 


ge da and shao mai don’t satisfy 
your appetite completely. 

Day tour of “time-hon- 
ored brands” 

Du Yi Chu and Gou 
Bu Li both offer a tradi- 
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tional Beijing breakfast 
menu. If an ordinary 
Beijinger’s daily life at- 
tracts you, then the 
breakfast should not be omitted 
in the travel plan. 

After breakfast try a cup of 
tea in Zhang Yi Yuan (50-200 
yuan). Books on Chinese tea cul- 
ture are available here (some in 
English). 

Then tour shopping 
at Nei Lian Sheng, Rui 
Fu Xiang and Qian 
Xiang Yi for at least two 
hours. 

Chao ge da and other Muslim 
dishes of En Yuan Ju are suitable 
for lunch. If chao ge da is not 
enough, better to try one more with 
beef slices or eggs. 

If a Peking Opera perfor- 
mance is included in the travel 
plan, go to Guang De 
Lou and book a ticket 
for the night (open: 
7:30pm on Tuesday, Fri- 


day, Saturday and Sunday, 30 
yuan per person). 

Then get out and search old 
quadrangles and residences in 
the Da Shi La backstreets to kill 
the afternoon. 


inawi 


By Feng Xiaoyuan 

S anya (HME) is a busy port 
and tourist resort on the 
southern tip of Hainan Is- 
land. The town lies on a penin- 
sula parallel to the coast and is 
connected to the mainland on one 
side by two bridges. 

The harbor area is protected 
to the southeast by the hilly Lu 
Hui Tou 080^) Peninsula. On 
the western outskirts of Sanya, 
there’s a community of around 
5,000 Hui, the only Muslim in- 
habitants of Hainan. 

The Hui are traditionally con- 
sidered shy, although your most 
direct contact with them, via the 
packs of Hui map-sellers clawing 
at you on the beaches, will prob- 
ably put pay to that notion. 

For the most part, Sanya is a 
bore, and there is little to stop you 
from grabbing a towel and jump- 


ing on to a beach-bound bus. 

However, if northern air pol- 
lutes your nose and lungs, this 
southern city will offer you a 
chance to recover. 

Lu Hui Tou (literally ‘deer look- 
ing back’) Peninsula 

As one of the beaches in San- 
ya, the peninsula lies 5 kilometers 
south of the city. A deer-shaped 
peak extending towards the sea 
gives the beach its name. 

A park has been built at the 
site and a 12-meter stone statue 
erected in a shape of a deer. A 
climb up to the top offers a pan- 
oramic view of Sanya city. 

Tian Ya Hal Jiao — Remotest 
Cape of the Earth 

Tian Ya Hai Jiao (^S/S^l) 
means the end of the sky and 
the corner of the sea. Located at 
the southwest seaside of Sanya 
city, the overall plan of the scenic 


spot includes a land area of 10.4 
square kilometers and a sea area 
of 6 square kilometers. Roaming 
in Tian Ya Hai Jiao offers amaz- 
ing coastal scenery. Is there a sea 
beyond the sea and a sky beyond 
the sky? 

Ya Long Wan (3E;K?§) 

To the east of the city, the beach 
stretches for seven kilometers. Ex- 
cellent views are obtained here. A 
holiday resort has been built includ- 
ing a bathing place, Center Square 
and Butterfly Valley. It has become 
a hot-pursuit place for tourists both 
in summer and in winter. 

A museum, with a large col- 
lection of seashells on the Center 
Square is worth visiting. Fancy 
shells and tourist souvenirs are the 
best gifts for family and friends. 

Another place that should not be 
missed is Butterfly Valley where a 
variety of species are preserved. 












